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“Don’t let my passing be in vain”
“Hãy tận dụng sự ra đi của tôi”
~ Trần Huỳnh Duy Thức
OFFICE OF THE HONOURABLE
SENATOR THANH HAI NGO

The photo on the cover page was originally photographed during a prison
visit. The photo is courtesy of Mr. Thuc’s family and was taken from the
following website. Radio Free Asia. (2019). Jailed Vietnamese Activist Wins
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Short Stays Outside His Cell Following Hunger Strike. Available at: https://
www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/strike-07082019154050.html

The unprecedented and exceptional circumstances that have resulted from the

COVID-19 pandemic this year have unfortunately, only further aggravated the
Communist Party of Vietnam’s tyrannical crackdown on the most basic of rights, such
as freedom of speech and freedom of religion and belief.
As a Canadian Senator of Vietnamese heritage and an advocate of human rights, I
strive to support and shed light on the issues that Vietnamese Canadians face as well
as the insurmountable obstacles they have vanquished. In 2015, Journey to Freedom
Day Act established April 30th of every year as the day that commemorates the
incredible sacrifice and perilous journey that hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese
‘Boat People’ undertook as they fled communist persecution.1 In a historic gesture
of humanity, Canada graciously and generously welcomed these refugees with
open arms, which garnered it the coveted United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) Nansen Refugee Award.2 It is considered an exemplary moment of
humanitarianism in Canada’s history. It was the first and only time that this prestigious
medal was awarded to an entire nation.3
Every summer, my office welcomes interns from Vietnamese communities across
Canada to publish this annual report on the human rights situation in Vietnam. This
internship serves to encourage our youth to explore stories about their heritage,
participate actively in politics, and promote awareness of human rights issues in
Vietnam and around the world. This year, however, due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
we were unfortunately unable to proceed with the internship program. As a result,
this year’s report was compiled by my office with the assistance of members from
the Alliance for Democracy in Vietnam (ADV) as well as leaders of the Interfaith
Council of Vietnam. These faith leaders have not only been subjected to oppression
by the Communist Regime but have also witnessed first-hand numerous atrocities. I
would like to thank both of these organizations for their dedication and hard work in
providing us with the research, updated information and photos of specific cases on
prisoners of conscience for this report. I am proud to present the 2020 - 2021 edition
of the report on the Human Rights Situation in Vietnam.
It is my sincere hope that this report will inspire you and many other Canadians to
stand up for human rights both at home and around the world. All humans deserve
the right to freedom and to live in dignity. Let us continue to work together in this
noble pursuit.

Message from the Senator

The Honourable Senator
Thanh Hai Ngo
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Message from
the Alliance for Democracy in Vietnam
“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They
are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one
another in a spirit of brotherhood.”
Article 1 – The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

We were very excited and honoured to join the team that contributed to the 2020-2021 edition of the report on the Human Rights
Situation in Vietnam. After a few months of hard work and dedication, working together with the staff in the office of the Honourable
Senator Thanh Hai Ngo, we are delighted to officially announce the launch of the report.
We hope this report will help to enhance our awareness regarding the human rights issues in Vietnam. The Vietnam government
did little to improve its situation in 2020. The government continues to engage in unlawful or arbitrary killings, arbitrary arrests and
detentions, torture, forced disappearance of its people, and restricts all basic civil and political rights, including: significant problems
with the independence of the judiciary, restrictions on free expression, the press, the internet, censorship, site blocking, and criminal
libel laws.
The human rights situation in Vietnam requires attention at an international level. We call upon all parliamentarians, NGOs, and
citizens of the world to take action to pressure the regime and provide support to the Vietnamese people to protect themselves against
harassments or discrimination regarding equal rights and other fundamental rights such as: freedom of conscience and religion, freedom
of thought, belief, opinion and expression, including freedom of the press and other media of communication, freedom of peaceful
assembly, and freedom of association.
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The Interfaith Council of Vietnam
The Interfaith Council of Vietnam is comprised of faith leaders and high-ranking priests from the five main religious denominations in
Vietnam, namely Cao Dai, Catholicism, Hoa Hao Buddhism, the Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam, and also the Protestant church.4
This independent body, composed of 27 members5 continues to tirelessly advocate for religious freedom and human rights in general
in Vietnam.
Their extensive report to the US State Department in 20206 outlines some of the latest cases of Communist persecution on peaceful
believers simply for exercising their inalienable right to practice their religion or belief.
This submission has served as a vital reference for the section on ‘Freedom of Religion’ in this report. We commend them on their
indispensable work as they are giving a voice to all those that cannot be heard. We also commend them on their contributions to this
Human Rights report.

CO-CHAIRS

		Venerable Thich Reverend Nguyen Van
		

Khong Tanh		

First Master Hua Phi Mr. Le Van Soc
Ly							

Pastor Nguyen Hoang
Hoa
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This information was provided by the Alliance for Democracy in Vietnam (ADV).

MEMBERS OF
INTERFAITH COUNCIL OF VIETNAM

CAO DAI
-Chánh Trị Sự Hứa Phi
-Chánh Trị Sự Nguyễn Kim Lân.
-Chánh Trị Sự Nguyễn Bạch
Phụng.
-Chánh Trị Sự Nguyễn Đình
Cúc.
-Chánh Trị Sự Lê Thị Nho.
-Thông Sự Đoàn Công Danh.
-Thông Sự Đặng Văn Đáo.
-Thông Sự Nuyễn Ngọc Lưu.
BUDDHIST
-Hòa Thượng Thích Không
Tánh.
-Thượng Tọa Thích Từ Giáo.
-Thượng Tọa Thích Đồng
Minh.
-Thượng Tọa Thích Vĩnh
Phước.
-Thượng Tọa Thích Đức Minh
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CATHOLIC
-Linh Mục Ta-đê-Ô Nguyễn Văn Lý.
-Linh Mục Giu-se Đinh Hữu Thoại.
-Linh Mục Phao-lô Lê Xuân Lộc.
-Linh Mục Giu-se Nguyễn Công Bình
HOA HAO CHURCH
-Ông Nguyễn Văn Điền.
-Ông Lê Quang Hiển.
-Ông Lê Văn Sóc.
-Ông Phan Tấn Hòa.
-Ông Bùi Văn Luốt
-Ông Hà Văn Duy Hố.
-Ông Trần Văn Quang.
PROTESTANT CHURCHES
-Mục Sư Nguyễn Hoàng Hoa.
-Mục Sư Nguyễn Mạnh Hùng.
-Mục Sư Đoàn Văn Diên.

Members of the Interfaith Council 7

By USCIRF Commissioner James W. Carr and Congressman Glenn Grothman

“During the 25 years since our two governments normalized diplomatic relations, the United
States and Vietnam have developed close defense and economic ties. However, ongoing religious
freedom and human rights violations prevent an even closer relationship. We look forward to the
day when everyone in Vietnam can practice their faith without fear of harassment or retaliation.”8
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Message from the Staff
We are pleased to present the 2020-2021 report on the Human Rights Situation in Vietnam. The unprecedented
circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic made it such that we were unable to host interns to work on this
project this year.
Our team would like to sincerely thank the dedicated members of the Alliance for Democracy in Vietnam (ADV)
and the Interfaith Council of Vietnam, without whose contributions this booklet would not have been possible.
Given the importance of this booklet, we did our very best to ensure that this report was compiled and
published again this year despite the challenges to juggle our office responsibilities and legislative work. As a
result, we were able to complete this colossal task within a relatively short period of time.
We hope our sincere efforts and humble contributions in compiling this year’s report can help build greater
awareness on the extent of the dire human rights abuses that continue to take place in Vietnam.
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Introduction
Human rights, which are fundamental and inalienable to each and every human being – continue to be gravely
violated in Vietnam by the Communist government. Despite this severe repression, many Vietnamese citizens continue to
peacefully advocate for these basic human rights that are intrinsic to the establishment of a society founded on freedom
and justice.
Although the quality of life and economic prosperity have improved in recent years, the human rights conditions in Vietnam
continue to drastically deteriorate, year after year.
This report opens with an exposé on the various international trade treaties and bilateral human rights dialogues that the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam has engaged in, with the aim of emphasizing that human rights violations continue to be of
grave concern despite improvements in economic conditions and international or bilateral commitments the government
of Vietnam has made to respect them.
It goes on to explore some of the fundamental human rights and freedoms that are being violated, namely freedom of
expression, freedom of assembly (i.e. Protest 99 and the South China Sea dispute), and freedom of religion and of belief.
This report also discusses some cases that exemplify and highlight the absolute cruelty and oppression of the Communist
Party and its blatant disregard for basic human dignity.
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Signing ceremony of EVFTA and IPA between the European Union and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam/Photo credit: EU, 2019 11

Major International Events
Over the course of last years, we have witnessed continued calls for Vietnam to improve its human rights record
from the international community and rights groups, particularly in the context of multilateral trade agreements. In
addition to the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), ratified by some
countries in 2018-2019, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam also signed major trade agreements in 2019-2020 with the
European Union (EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement and Investment Protection Agreement), a “Pan-Asia” trade deal,
the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)9 as well as continuity free trade agreement with the UK.10 In
addition to looking at the efficacy of these agreements in ensuring compliance to the various rights guarantees on the
part of Vietnam, this chapter also discusses the Socialist Republic’s respective human rights dialogues with the EU and
the United States of America.
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European Union–Vietnam Free Trade
Negotiations between the EU and Vietnam towards a Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA) have been ongoing from 2012 to 2015.12 In August 2018,
the EU and Vietnam agreed to split the agreement into a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and a separate Investment Protection Agreement (IPA) to
speed up ratification.13 Both agreements were signed by both parties in Hanoi in June 2019.14
In September 2018, Members of the European Parliament (MEP) sent a letter calling for tangible and significant improvements regarding human
rights in Vietnam prior to any vote on those deals by the Parliament.15 In response to these calls from its members, the EU’s official stance
remained resolute in that “far more can be achieved with the ratified EU-Vietnam [FTA/IPA], than without them”.16 Throughout negotiations, not
only was a second letter17 by MEPs sent days before the signing of the agreements, but also, the EU Parliament's Foreign Affairs Committee18,
as well as several international human rights nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)19 expressed concern over Vietnam’s longstanding and
deplorable track record of ongoing human rights violations and urged the EU to accordingly, make any potential trade agreements with Vietnam
conditional on improvements on the country’s human rights record. The NGOs forewarned that the EU would lose its leverage to secure concrete
commitments from Vietnam to improve its human rights situation upon ratification of the agreement.20 In February 2020, 28 NGOs once again
exhorted the European Parliament to delay consent to the agreements until meaningful advances were made in the areas of labour rights and
human rights situation in Vietnam.21
Regrettably, Vietnam did not heed these calls and continued their repression of human rights and crackdown on criticism. Vietnam also rejected22
the recommendations that were put forward by the EU Parliament in its resolution from November 201823 as well as those detailed in the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) from March 201924 to amend or repeal problematic penal legislation and repressive laws such as its Criminal
Code (that is in violation of Vietnam’s international human rights commitments). Nonetheless, both agreements were signed by the EU and
Vietnam in Hanoi on June 30, 2019. Subsequently, the FTA entered into force on August 1, 2020.25
Labour rights are addressed in the ‘Trade and sustainable development’ section of the FTA, in Chapter 13.26 Human rights protections are
incorporated in the opening of the FTA, which makes reference in its preamble to the United Nations (UN) Charter and the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.27 The FTA also references the trading partners’ 2012 Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) which allows for the
possibility of partial or full suspension of the FTA and/or IPA, in the event of non-compliance to human rights commitments.28 The effectiveness
of such human rights clauses to meaningfully address breaches of human rights obligations, however, remains a matter of debate given the fact
that in no instance to date, has the EU invoked this mechanism to enforce respect for human rights in bilateral free trade agreements.29
On January 21, 2021, the European Parliament adopted a resolution30 asserting the importance of ‘respect for human rights’ as an essential
element of successful bilateral relations, particularly the recently-ratified EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement. In a released statement, they
condemned Vietnam’s worsening human rights record and demanded the immediate and unconditional release of human rights defenders,
Pham Chi Dung, Nguyen Tuong Thuy and Le Huu Minh Tuan (as well as all other prisoners of conscience).31 Some EU lawmakers even called for
tariffs between the EU and Vietnam to be restored.32
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2020 EU-Vietnam Human Rights Dialogue
“The yearly Human Rights Dialogue allows for an in-depth discussion on all human rights matters” 33;
the 10th European Union-Vietnam Human Rights Dialogue was held on February 19, 2020 in Hanoi.34
Vietnamese activists, such as independent journalist, Pham Chi Dung, also raised their opposition to the
agreement, urging the EU Parliament not to ratify the EU–Vietnam FTA (EVFTA)/IPA.35 In a video message
made prior to his arrest, he argued that through this trade deal, the EU is condoning Vietnam’s egregious
human rights record (irrespective of the fact that Vietnam has more to gain from the agreement given
the EU’s growing trade deficit with the socialist country). He urged the European Parliament to give
careful consideration to Vietnam’s human rights record and only ratify the free trade agreement once
Hanoi takes tangible steps toward improving its appalling human rights’ situation. He further stated that
the Human Rights Dialogues have been “fruitless” so far. On November 21, 2019, Pham was arrested
and charged with “conducting anti-state propaganda”.36
The arrest sparked the indignation in the EU Parliament, with President David Sassoli raising his case
with the Vietnamese Ambassador. According to Human Rights Watch (after seeing the reply letter), the
Vietnamese envoy shockingly alludes to Vietnam’s limitations on freedom of expression as comparable
to those in western countries.37
In December of 2019, MEP Jan Zahradil, one of the MEPs spearheading trade negotiations with Vietnam,
resigned from his role as rapporteur on the deal in response to allegations of his ties to a group linked
to the Communist Party of Vietnam.38
Among several letters and petitions from concerned human rights groups and international NGOs, the
Vietnamese community in Europe relayed a report (authored by Vietnamese journalist Pham Doan
Trang and American-Vietnamese activist Will Nguyen) to EU Parliament entitled, “Fighting over the
Senh Field”39 which sheds light on the brutal attack by police forces on the villagers of Dong Tam.40
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CPTPP
The Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), the free trade deal between Canada and
10 other Asia-Pacific countries41 will encompass, once fully implemented, 500 million consumers and account for 13.5% of global
GDP.42 The CPTPP has been ratified by seven countries and entered into force in 2018 among six of them, and in 2019 for Vietnam.43
Since taking effect, Canada has seen an increased of almost 3% in its bilateral merchandise trade with its CPTPP trading partners.44
According to the General Department of Vietnam Customs, Vietnam achieved a trade surplus of over 1 Billion USD with its 10
other CPTPP partners, with exports to Canada rising to 546 million USD, within the first seven months of the deal coming into
force.45 The Third Meeting of the CPTPP Commission was held on August 5, 2020, where ministers and senior officials from all
11 countries met virtually to discuss opportunities for economic recovery and business growth during the COVID-19 pandemic.46
There were also discussions amongst members on expanding the CPTPP to include new members.47

Free Trade Agreements: A Tool for Economic Prosperity48
“ ‘Canada is a trading nation’ is a phrase that resonates throughout the country. Although the phrase has become
commonplace, its implications cannot be understated: the value of exports and imports of goods and services is equivalent to
more than 60% of Canada’s gross domestic product (GDP); more than 43,000 Canadian companies export; and it is estimated
that about one in five Canadian jobs are directly or indirectly related to exports. For Canada, trade is a crucial source of
economic prosperity.”
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Canada - Vietnam Side Letters49
What is a Side Letter?

50

In annex to the multilateral agreement, the CPTPP side letters (also referred
to as side instruments) constitute a mutual understanding between two
countries on the implementation of specific chapters or sections of the
agreement. It is also a legally binding agreement. Violations by either party
are enforceable through a dispute settlement mechanism (Chapter 28 of the
CPTPP). For example, on March 8, 2018, The Honourable Francois-Philippe
Champagne, the Minister of International Trade of Canada accepted a side
letter on Labour sent by Tran Tuan Anh, the Minister of Industry and Trade
of Vietnam.
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One notable example is the Side Letter on Labour between Canada and
Vietnam. For instance, Section 3 ultimately allows Vietnam to violate
Chapter 19 (Labour) of the CPTPP without repercussions for up to three
years, as well as refuse to implement the right to freedom of association,
elimination of compulsory labour, abolition of child labour and elimination
of discrimination for up to five years. This effectively gives Vietnam a ‘free
pass’ on compliance to its labour rights commitments, while continuing
to reap the economic benefits of multilateral trade. Arguably, this makes
Canada complicit in the trade-off between economic gain and human rights.

Graphic design of the side letters from the Human
Rights Booklet 2019-2020. 51
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The Universal Periodic Review
Introduced after the 2005 reforms of the UN Human Rights Council, the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) serves to periodically scrutinize the human rights
records of all 193 United Nations (UN) member states for the purpose of improving human rights and address violations.52 The respective human rights
record of each member state is reviewed once every four and a half year by all other member states. Vietnam’s last UPR was conducted in January 2019.53

Senator Ngo Statement
“Vietnam’s upcoming Universal Periodic Review is a significant opportunity for Canada to take a stronger
stance on the dire human rights situation in Vietnam. Basic civil and political rights, including freedom of
expression, association, and peaceful public assembly, remain severely restricted in Vietnam. As early as
2018, over 100 known peaceful activists and human rights defenders were arrested and received lengthy
jail sentences for exercising their freedom of expression.”54

What were Canada’s Recommendations?
During the third cycle of Vietnam’s UPR, which was conducted on January 22, 2019, the government “presented [a grossly]
inaccurate picture of its human rights situation”.55 The Communist Regime falsely claimed that 159 recommendations
were fully implemented while another 16 were partially implemented, stating that in total they had accepted 182
recommendations from cycle 2 (Vietnam’s UPR conducted in 2014).56 During the third cycle, UN members suggested 291
recommendations. In June of 2019, Vietnam accepted 241 recommendations, with 220 “fully accepted” and 21 “partially
accepted”. 57 Canada provided Vietnam during the third cycle with 6 key recommendations for improving human rights.
Some areas of concern include the lack of transparency of the justice system in Vietnam, absence of freedom of religion
and belief, absence of freedom of expression, association and assembly as well as lack of independent trade unions.

Debbie Stoddard, FIDH58 Secretary-General59
“As Vietnam begins another UPR cycle, the situation of civil and political rights in the country remains
abysmal. Hanoi’s lack of political will to undertake legal and institutional reforms, reflected by its
ongoing refusal to accept important recommendations, calls for stronger international pressure.”60
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Supported
Supported

Review the Labour Code and the law on gender equality to
include a detailed definition of sexual harassment.
Amend the Criminal Procedure Code so that persons are
represented by a lawyer immediately following their arrest
and to guarantee their right to a fair trial.

Noted
Supported

Supported

Review the law on marriage and the family to guarantee
equality to same-sex couples.
Allow for the establishment of independent trade unions
and recognize the right to organize.
Ensure in law and in practice the protection of women
against all forms of violence.

Supported

Supported

Noted

Supported
No clear
position

No clear
position
No clear
position
Rejected
Rejected
Rejected

Rejected
Rejected
Rejected

Reduce administrative obstacles and registration
requirements applicable to peaceful religious activities by
registered and non-registered religious groups in order to
guarantee freedom of religion or belief.
Amend the provisions concerning offences against national
security which could restrict freedom of expression,
including on the Internet, particularly articles 79, 88 and
258 of the Penal Code, to ensure its compliance with Viet
Nam’s international obligations, including ICCPR.
Explore the possibilities for technical support, for instance
through the Working Group on Enabling and Protecting
Civil Society of the Community of Democracies.
Introduce and seek prompt passage of access-toinformation legislation.
Provide people detained under security or propaganda
laws with fundamental legal safeguards, including
representation by legal counsel of their choice throughout
the proceedings and a public trial.
Reduce the length of prison sentences for non-violent
crimes.
Adopt a whistleblower law so that those who identify
corruption are protected from prosecution or harassment.
Increase the independence of media from the State,
including by allowing privately-run media.
Bring its press laws into compliance with article 19 of
ICCPR.
Reduce the use of security laws that limit public
discussion about multi-party democracy or criticism
of the Government, including by bringing security and
propaganda laws into compliance with ICCPR.
Register all individuals detained under security laws, make
this information publicly available.
Issue a standing invitation to all special procedures of the
Human Rights Council.
Issue a standing invitation to all special procedures of the
Human Rights Council

Take the necessary measures to guarantee its citizens’ right Supported
to equality before the law, to be presumed innocent until
proven guilty, and to a fair and public trial, as well as the
right to freedom from arbitrary arrest or detention.

Noted

Review the law on religion and belief to enable religious
groups to practice freely.

Review the Penal Code and the law on cybersecurity to
Noted
harmonize them with international standards related to the
freedom of expression, association and assembly.

Response

Recommendations

Issue

International standards
•

Freedom of association
•

Justice
•

International instruments
•

Special procedures

Special procedures

1

1

1

1

International instruments
Freedom of the press
•
•

Detention

1

Freedom of the press

1

1

1

1

163

2

2

2

2

262

3

3

3

3

3

361

Cycle

•

Freedom of the press

Corruption

Detention

Justice

•

Technical assistance and
cooperation
Freedom of expression

Civil society

International instruments
•
•

Freedom of opinion and
expression
•

Freedom of religion and of belief

Detention
•

Women’s rights

Labour rights
•

Equality to same-sex couples

Freedom of religion and of belief

Freedom of expression,
association and assembly
•

Justice

Gender- sexual harassment

Table of Recommendations64

Open to read Canada’s recommendations

UK-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement65
As the transition period between UK and the EU came to an end on December 31, 2020, UK secured trade deals
globally. UK has signed continuity free trade agreements with CPTPP members, amongst others, with Singapore
on December 10, 2020, and Vietnam on December 11, 2020.66 These two continuity trade deals are basically
replicating the trade agreements that UK had already signed with countries while it was still an EU member.67 UK
has a strong desire to join the CPTPP and these continuity agreements bring it closer to that goal, with Vietnam
and Singapore showing publicly their support. According to the UK government, if UK joins the CPTPP, it is
estimated that the total GDP will increase from 13% to 16%.68

2020 U.S.-Vietnam Human Rights Dialogue
The 24th Annual U.S.-Vietnam Human Rights Dialogue, held virtually on October 6, 2020, touched on bilateral
cooperation on the rule of law and on various human rights concerns, including religious freedom, freedom of
expression and association, labour rights, as well as the rights of ethnic minorities and people with disabilities.69
Merely a few hours after this dialogue, prominent pro-democracy author and activist, Ms. Pham Doan Trang, was
arrested by Hanoi Police on “anti-state propaganda” charges.70
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Key International Actors
China-Vietnam bilateral relations are complicated by maritime disputes in the South China Sea. The encroachment of a Chinese
survey ship, Haiyang Dizhi 8 into Vietnamese waters (near Vanguard Bank) resulted in protests in Hanoi. Despite these frictions,
China, as of 2019, has become the single largest direct investor in Vietnam’s economy (likely as a result from the China-United
States trade war). Needless to say, the continued and significant influence over Vietnam’s domestic and economic affairs by China,
also a Communist regime, does little to advance the improvement of the human rights situation in Vietnam.71
Especially given the recently ratified EU-Vietnam free trade agreement, relations between the two parties seem to have improved.
The EU continues to raise concerns in relation to the crackdown on rights activists.72
The United States continues to pursue opportunities to further its ties with Vietnam. This includes conducting joint maritime
exercises in both countries.
Australia also continues to explore possibilities to further develop its bilateral relationship with Vietnam. Australian Prime Minister,
Scott Morrison’s visit to Vietnam in the summer of 2019, failed to address human rights issues and its abysmal record with his
counterparts in Hanoi. The human rights situation in the Communist country is discussed annually during the bilateral human rights
dialogue between the two nations. Unfortunately, this exercise has done little to improve Vietnam’s adherence to its international
human rights commitments.73
Japan is similarly criticized for turning a blind eye to Vietnam’s longstanding human rights transgressions, notwithstanding its
status as Vietnam’s prime bilateral donor.74
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COVID-19 Pandemic
With a relatively low case count of 1,40575 cases up until December 15, 2020 and only 35 deaths76
reported, Vietnam’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic has been regarded as effective by global
standards.77 However, it can be argued that the very policies, which have been implemented to manage
the public health situation, are also being employed by the authorities to persecute peaceful dissents.78
Over the course of this health crisis, there has been significant censorship in Vietnam of any views
expressed online concerning the virus outbreak, criticism of the government in general as well as its
response79 (i.e. relating to the inaccuracy of the death rates or corruption).80 According to government
sources, from January to March 2020, 65481 Facebook users have been called in for questioning over their
posts82 and made to attend “working sessions”, in which they were made to take them down.83 Criminal
sentences of up to nine months in prison were handed down as well as exorbitant fines over $1,000 USD
for some of them.84

85
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Freedom of Expression

Freedom of Expression
In conjunction with the over-expansive and vague articles of the Penal Code, the 2016 Law on the Press and the 2018 Law on
Cybersecurity serve to severely restrict all forms of expression (both online and offline) critical of the government.86 This crackdown
on legitimate freedom of expression makes it alarmingly clear that Vietnam’s addition of a chapter on fundamental rights and human
rights in the country’s 2013 constitution87 is nothing more than a ‘cosmetic’ revision – serving only to give the false impression that
such rights are being taken seriously by the State.
In a recent report published by Amnesty International on November 30, 2020, and titled "Let us Breathe!”: Censorship and criminalization
of online expression in Viet Nam”, we learned that Facebook and YouTube (Google) are “complicit in industrial-scale censorship and
repression”88 in Vietnam. Instruments in Vietnam’s crackdown on freedom of expression online, Facebook is complying with 95% of the
censorship demands by the Communist Regime, while YouTube is complying with 90% of the requests.89
The report further states that Facebook’s revenues from Vietnam accounted for nearly US$1 billion in the year 2018, representing close
to a third of its total income from Southeast Asia. For Google, the profits amounted to US$475 million for the same year. Considering
these staggering profits, the access to Vietnam’s market is of great importance for these tech giants90, who prefer to blatantly turn a
blind eye on human rights violations in order to make a profit.
According to Amnesty International, out of the 170 prisoners of conscience imprisoned, 69 are detained for “peacefully exercising their
right to freedom of expression online”91 with some of them receiving sentences that range from 9 months to 11 years.92
Among the following cases, which will be presented in this section, some have been documented by Amnesty International in its
report.93
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Dr. Pham Chi Dung, independent journalist, Ph.D. in Economics,
and President of the Independent Journalists Association
of Vietnam (IJAVN) was arrested on November 21, 2019 and
charged with “conducting propaganda against the state” that
carries a sentence of between 10 and 20 years94. Mr. Dung
maintains that he committed no crime.95

Dr. Pham Chi Dung96
Also arrested under the same charges, Mr. Dung’s colleagues,
Vice-President of the IJAVN, Nguyen Tuong Thuy and
independent journalist, Le Huu Minh Tuan, have been
detained since May 2020 and June 2020, respectively.97

From left to right: Nguyen Tuong Thuy and Le Huu Minh
Tuan98

On January 5, 2021, a court in Ho Chi Minh City sentenced these three dissident Vietnamese journalists with heavy sentences - a combined 37
years – simply for exercising their inherent and inalienable rights to freedom of expression: Mr. Pham Chi Dung was handed a 15-year prison
term.99 In a written statement released on January 18, 2021, Mr. Dung confirms his decision not to appeal his sentence. For him, there can be no
justice when the courts issue and uphold pre-determined verdicts for the vast majority of cases concerning political dissidents. He stresses that
his choice is in no way an acceptance of his harsh prison sentence, but rather, a recognition of the futility of such a pursuit, given the systemic
tyranny and corruption that dominates the judicial system – and the rest of communist Vietnam’s institutions.100 Mr. Dung’s IJAVN colleagues,
Mssrs. Nguyen Tuong Thuy and Le Huu Minh Tuan, were also sentenced and both received 11 years imprisonment, under similar charges.101 On
January 21, 2021 the European Parliament adopted a resolution102 asserting the importance of ‘respect for human rights’ as an essential element
of successful bilateral relations, particularly the recently-ratified EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement. In a released statement, they condemned
Vietnam’s worsening human rights record and demanded the immediate and unconditional release of these three journalists and human rights
defenders, as well as all other prisoners of conscience.103 Some EU lawmakers even called for tariffs between the EU and Vietnam to be restored.104
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Trinh Ba Phuong along with, his mother Can Thi Theu, his brother Trinh Ba Tu and Nguyen Thi Tam, who are
all land rights activists and have been victims of land grabbing, were all arrested on June 24, 2020 for posting
information online criticizing the government for their heavy-handed response on January 9, 2020 in the
longstanding clashes with villagers over land in Dong Tam commune.105

From left to right: Can Thi Theu, Trinh Ba Phuong, Trinh Ba Tu106 and Nguyen Thi Tam107

During a telephone interview with Amnesty International in early 2020, Trinh Ba Phuong said:
“Facebook has contributed to the making of a new era in Viet Nam. Our society has changed dramatically in the past six
years because people can now access information to which they never had access in the past. I understand that Facebook has to
care about profit, but I wish that Facebook could also maintain its operation in Viet Nam and continue to provide our people a
platform where we can express ourselves freely. As for me, I will not back down even if I have to go to prison.” 108
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Described as a “relentless crackdown” 109 on freedom of expression, five peaceful protesters (Luu Van Vinh, Nguyen
Quoc Hoan, Nguyen Van Duc Do, Tu Cong Nghia, Phan Trung) allegedly belonging to the group, ‘Vietnam National SelfDetermination Coalition’ were all convicted of the crime of ‘subversion’ (under Article 79 of the 1999 Penal Code). In October
2018, they all received sentences ranging from 8 to 15 years in prison.110 The March 2019 appeal hearing of the Ho Chi Minh
City’s High People’s Court, resulted in their sentences being upheld.111

From left to right: Nguyen Quoc Hoan, Nguyen Van Duc Do, Phan Trung, Tu Cong Nghia, and Luu Van Vinh 112
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Chau Van Kham, a Vietnamese-born Australian citizen, is a 72-year-old activist and member of the pro-democracy group,
“Việt Tân”. Though confirmed to be “a peaceful organization advocating for democratic reform”113 by the United Nations,
since 2016, it has been officially listed as a terrorist organization by the Vietnamese Ministry of Public Security. In January
2019, Mr. Kham was apprehended (alongside Vietnamese citizens and alleged members of the same organization, Nguyen
Van Vien and Tran Van Quyen).114 After a 10-month detention, Mr. Kham received a 12-year sentence; his appeal to have
this overturned was subsequently dismissed in March 2020.115 His family is joined by lawyers and human rights advocates
in condemning the charges against him as unsubstantiated and politically motivated. Mr. Kham may not survive the 12-year
sentence given his ailing health.116 On January 13, 2021, Australian news sources reported that Mr. Kham is allegedly subject
to long hours of hard labour while in prison.117

Chau Van Kham is escorted by police to
his trial at a court in Ho Chi Minh City,
Vietnam, on November 11, 2019 118
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T

he International Publishers Association’s Freedom to Publish Committee awarded on June 3rd the coveted Prix Voltaire for
2020 119 to Vietnam’s Liberal Publishing House (known as “Nhà xuất bản Tự Do” 120 in Vietnamese). Founded in February
2019121 by Vietnamese pro-democracy activist and author, Pham Doan Trang (arrested on October 6, 2020122 – please see
section on ‘Select Cases of Human Rights Violations’ for further details) this publisher of various genres of non-fiction books
considered sensitive and in stark opposition to official state policy, has faced a recurring government-endorsed campaign of
repression, which includes: multiple attempts by authorities to arrest employees, online harassment, cyber-attacks, and closure
of its bank accounts.123

Modified original photo taken by
Khanh An 124
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Protest 99 & South China Sea Dispute

What is Freedom of Assembly?
Freedom of assembly is the right or ability of people to collectively convey, endorse, and / or defend a
view, position or idea shared with others.125 Freedom of assembly is therefore closely linked to freedom of
expression and no exception to strict repression by the Vietnamese Communist authorities.
Now considered a “thriving middle income economy”126, Vietnam is one of the “fastest growing economies
in Southeast Asia”.127 This can be credited, to a large extent, to the increase in international trade and
foreign investments from within the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the European Union,
the United States of America and China. The complex relationship between Vietnam and China goes back
thousands of years and is quite contradictory as they are “both friends and rivals”.128 There are existing
tensions and conflicts between them but they also manage to cooperate and work together, especially
when it comes to the economy, with China said to be “Vietnam’s largest import market”.129
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What is the South China Sea and the dispute?
The South China Sea (SCS) is an economically lucrative trade hub and geopolitically significant sub-region of
the Indo-Pacific,130 accounting for an estimated 80 percent of global trade (by volume) and carrying one-third
of global shipping.131 In addition, it is also the site of rich fishing grounds as well as potential reserves of yetundiscovered oil and gas. These factors have inevitably contributed to the longstanding tensions and territorial
disputes between countries bordering the SCS132, particularly: Taiwan, Brunei, Malaysia, Philippines, Vietnam
and China133 – in which China continues to play an instigating and aggressive leading role. Despite its claims
to the contrary134, its construction of military outposts on artificial islands135 and growing military presence
speak volumes to the reality of Chinese maritime hegemony in the region.
The United States and Australia have unequivocally rejected China’s maritime claims in the South China
Sea, in complete accordance with international law136 - the 2016 Permanent Court of Arbitration’s ruling137,
which puts into question its expansive claims of land and features138 that fall within its ‘nine-dash line’.139
Australia has also expressed its support for international law over China’s claim in this dispute.140 Although
initially reserved in its approval of the United States and Australian stances, Vietnam is now trying to rally
greater international awareness on the issue of Chinese aggression in the region, which continues to have
devastating strategic and economic impacts for their country.141 For instance, limitations to Vietnam’s oil
and gas exploration within exclusive economic zones claimed by Beijing have cost Vietnam an estimated $1
billion.142
Vietnam continues to reiterate its sovereignty over the Paracel and Spratly islands, which are occupied and
heavily militarized by China.143 Tensions between China and Vietnam in this dispute escalated in 2014 after
China’s installation of an oil rig within an area to which Vietnam lays claim.144
As the dispute continues to escalate, the international community must support international law and
promote peace in the region. Through a motion introduced by Senator Ngo on May 17, 2016, and adopted on
April 24, 2018145, the Senate of Canada officially stated its concern on China’s escalating and hostile behaviour
in the South China Sea, and urged the Government of Canada to take a principled position on one of the
biggest geopolitical conflicts of our time.146

Senator Ngo
“After two years of debate, the Senate is pronouncing a clear message to the House of Commons and exercising
its role as the Chamber of sober second thought on a foreign affairs policy matter where China’s challenge to the
international order, the rule of law and the democratic world cannot be overlooked.”147
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Le Hoang (right) and fellow protesters make known their opposition to Chinese occupation of the disputed Paracel islands in the South China
Sea, in Hanoi, January 19, 2014.155

What is Protest 99?
In 2017, the government of Vietnam, during the fourth session of its 14th National Assembly, outlined the possibility of
a lease agreement which would provide Chinese investors with tax incentives and lower tariffs via ownership of three
Special Economic Zones (SEZ) in Vietnam for 99 years.148 In 2018, the government proposed a controversial SEZ draft
law which sparked nation-wide outrage, with several protests taking place outside key government buildings. Protesters
held banners and signs with messages condemning the 99-year land lease to China, such as “No leasing land to China
even for one day.”149 Although several protesters were harassed, detained, and even imprisoned (i.e. up to 118 were
sentenced for ‘disrupting public order’)150 – the protests were successful in – at the very least – inciting the government
to postpone adoption of the bill until after 2020. Debate on this bill may be reopened once again at the 2021 National
Party Congress.151
On November 14, 2019, the government approved a resolution establishing a management board to implement
government objectives and oversee investment, production and business for investors in the SEZ of Van Don152 (one of
the three economic zones included in the draft bill, which also includes the SEZ of Bac Van Phong and Phu Quoc).153
Economic experts as well as members of the Vietnamese diaspora have questioned the government’s motivations in
setting up this management board at a time of increased Chinese aggression in the South China Sea, with some having
mixed opinions.154 Some additional concerns revolve around whether the government of Vietnam would consult with
experts and the public if discussions on the SEZ draft law are reinitiated.
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Economist Pham Chi Lan
“In terms of geography, Van Don is at the heart of the Belt and Road [Initiative] that China still wants. Vietnam has participated in the Asian
infrastructure bank that China initiated but has not really participated in the project. So China really wants to bring Vietnam in, especially
when Vietnam is reviving from […] Covid-19 […]. But even if they put pressure, […] [w]hat I hope is the leadership is wise enough to see.
Shortcomings are unacceptable if the Van Don pilot economic zone is formed on the old ideas of the Special Zone Act, threatening Vietnam’s
security and defense. […] Recently, due to the focus on [the pandemic] the public paid little attention to other issues. I am sure now some
interested experts will come back and speak up, analyze […] the shortcomings of this [pilot] economic zone [of Van Don] […].” 156

Dr. Nguyen Tri Hieu
“I do not know if the government has discussed this with the National Assembly or has a committee of Congress approved this project or not.
[…]. But it is difficult to conclude this is a unilateral decision. If you don’t consult Congress and other actors, it means the government has put
people in it already. But I’m not sure about this. I suggest that if the government has no plans yet, now is a good time to come up with [them].
The government needs to have specific guidance attached to the project being issued, so that people […] know. Not only let the people know,
but discuss it on the National Assembly forum. There is nothing we can do about it because we cannot ask the prime minister to withdraw his
decision.” 157
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Regularly hosting ships of the
China Coast Guard and People’s
Liberation Army Navy supply
ships – Tree Island, in the Paracels,
is one of the many Chinese outposts
in the South China Sea.158

Signs of new housing, power
supplies, cultivation and
potentially a helipad can be seen
on Drummond (Duy Mong), Tree
(Cay) and West Sand (Con Cat
Tay) islands of Vietnam’s Hoang
Sa (Paracel) archipelago via
satellite imagery.159
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Freedom of Religion

Freedom of Religion
Severe repression of the fundamental right of freedom of religion or belief has been a long-standing practice of the Communist
Party of Vietnam via restrictive legislation, burdensome registration requirements and constant surveillance.160 Religious groups
must obtain state recognition (through registration) and are closely monitored and controlled by government-established
management boards. Any religious groups or activities that do not fall within the purview of their narrow and arbitrary legislative
requirements (i.e. deemed to pose a threat to “public order, national unity, or national interest” 161) are banned outright.162
Religious groups unrecognized by the government (which also happen to constitute the five largest religious confessions in the
country), include: The Unified Buddhist Church, the Catholic Church, the Cao Dai religion, the Hoa Hao Buddhist Church, and the
Protestant Church.163 These groups are subject to harassment, intimidation and continuous surveillance. Adherents are often
forced to renounce their faith, interrogated, detained, imprisoned and tortured.164 It is estimated that approximately a third of
Vietnamese prisoners of conscience were targeted in whole or in part because of their religious beliefs or advocacy for freedom of
religion or belief.165

“We strongly condemn acts of religious persecution and
human rights abuses in Vietnam.”
– Interfaith Council of Vietnam

From the top left: Bui
Van Trung, Bui Van Tham,
and Le Yhi Hen.166
From the bottom left:
Bui Thi Bich Tuyen, Nguyen
Hoang Nam, and Le Hong
Hanh.167
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State Oppression of ‘Unrecognized’ Religious Groups
The Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam (UBCV)
The Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam’s very existence is threatened (today only a handful of small groups remain)
as a result of almost half of century of persecution by the Communist government of Vietnam. Several pagodas have
been destroyed (i.e. Lien Tri Pagoda in Thu Thiem; An Cu Pagoda in Da Nang; Son Linh Pagoda in Kontum).168 Funeral and
memorial services for the late Patriarch of the UBCV, the Venerable Thich Quang Do - Buddhist monk and outspoken
dissident against the regime169 - were shut down by authorities in Vietnam.170

“Fig. Most Venerable Thich Khong Tanh at the site of Lien Tri Pagoda destroyed by government”.171
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The Cao Dai Religion
Persecution of adherents of the Cao Dai faith have been severely restricted from practicing their faith by the
Communist regime. In Tay Ninh, the state prohibits believers from being buried in their own cemeteries (a practice
since 1926). As recently as March 2020, authorities harassed and denied members of this group from attending an
event commemorating the 7th anniversary of the destruction of the Tuy An Holy Temple. On June 18, 2020 state
forces stormed into the Hieu Xuong Holy Temple in Tuy Hoa Phu Yen. In addition, Cao Dai leader, Hua Phi’s passport,
confiscated in 2014, has yet to be returned.172

“A dispute at Hieu Xuong Temple on June 18, 2020.
Photo: Công Danhboy’s Facebook account.” 173
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The Catholic Church
Several Church properties, confiscated by the state after 1975, such as Hoan Thien Sub-Seminary (Hue) have yet to be
returned. Others have been demolished, this includes: The Apostolic Nuncio and Archbishop's Land in Hanoi, Thu Thiem
Parish and the Followers of the Cross, Tam Toa Parish Church in Quang Binh, and Loc Hung Parish in Saigon. Thien An
Monastery has been the target of repeated attacks. Several Catholic clergy members (i.e. Father Dang Huu Nam) have
been subjected to harassment, intimidation and assault by the government. Father Nguyen Van Ly, after over 22 years of
imprisonment, remains indefinitely detained at the Huu Duong House of the Archdiocese of Hue.174

Hoa Hao Buddhist Church
Assets confiscated after 1975 by the Communist regime have yet to be returned. The government has also effectively
destroyed the last remaining holy site, An Hoa Tu, by gradually stripping it of its historical and cultural elements. Believers
such as Bui Van Tham, Bui Van Trung, and Vuong Van Drop have been detained and denied visits from family. In February
and May of 2020, adherents were prevented from attending religious celebrations. Members of the clergy are constantly
harassed, prohibited from leaving their homes and interrogated by officials for voicing criticisms over the state’s role in
repressing their religious freedoms.175

From top left: Bui Van Trung at his trial in February 2018 176, Bui
Van Tham 177

From the bottom left: Nguyen Hoang Nam 178
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The Protestant Church
Protestant churches throughout the country are under constant surveillance, including ethnic churches in
the Central Highlands (i.e. adherents are known as the ‘Montagnard’ people). Members of the clergy, such
as Pastor Nguyen Trung Ton and Pastor Dinh Dien remain in prison. The state police still frequently monitor,
stop and intimidate the adherents of the independent churches throughout the country, including the
Ethnic Churches in the Central Highlands.179 According to a statement released by the Vietnam Protestant
Church on November 25, 2020, the 10th General Clergy meeting scheduled for December 1-3, 2020,
could not be held due to licensing reasons (i.e. a license was not issued by the Government Committee
for Religious Affairs).180

H’Mong Protestant people persecuted 181

Protestants protesting religious persecution182
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The Case of Thien An Monastery
Established in 1940 by Father Romain and Father Corentin, Thien An monastery is located 10 km from Hue
city Centre, in Thuy Bang, nestled in a pine forest.183

Vietnam's Thien An monastery184
Although the law of Vietnam recognizes the monastery, there has been a longstanding dispute between
clergy and the state over the land on which the monastery is built. The Communist regime wishes to
confiscate over 110 hectares of protected forest land that surrounds the monastery. After prohibiting monks
from building a path, they launched a petition to bring international attention to this repression and ‘landgrabbing’ by the state. They fear the government may resort to ‘manipulating the law’ in their favour, thereby
winning possession of the land. The many letters sent, and meetings held in an attempt to negotiate with
authorities have been to no avail.185
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The monastery continues to be the target of acts of aggression and even vandalism from the government,
such as raids by police (even breaking in to the monastery, threatening to occupy the premises) and the
desecration and destruction of the cross and statue of Jesus Christ, destroyed on multiple occasions
throughout the years. More than 5 hectares of forest land have been burned since March 2018.186

The following photo was provided by ADV
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Statue of Christ’s Cross destroyed last destroyed in August 2020.187
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Prisoners of Conscience
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188

Prisoners of Conscience
This section is dedicated to the people who bravely dare to risk their safety and lives to speak up on human rights,
democracy, sovereignty, environment and corruption. Despite their courageous efforts, they have been unfairly imprisoned, and their voices have been suppressed. As individuals that live in a free democratic society, we should bring
light to their message and help amplify their voices.189
The following pages contain the names and faces of some prisoners of conscience that have been silenced behind
prison bars. Though silenced, their message speaks loud and clear.190
***Some individuals may have been released, put under house arrest, or gone into hiding.
The list of prisoners of consciences was retrieved thanks to the following organizations: Alliance for Democracy in
Vietnam (ADV), Bao Moi, British Broadcasting Corporation, Human Rights Watch, Radio Free Asia, Saigon Broadcasting
Television Network, Special Broadcasting Service, Stop the Crackdown, The Seattle Times, The 88 Project, United States
Commission on International Religious Freedom and Voice of America Vietnam.191
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Photos courtesy of the Alliance for Democracy in Vietnam (ADV)

Villagers of Dong Tam
Photos courtesy of the Alliance for Democracy in Vietnam (ADV).
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The Case of Tran Huynh Duy Thuc

“Don’t let my passing be in vain”
“Hãy tận dụng sự ra đi của tôi”
~ Trần Huỳnh Duy Thức

The Case of Tran Huynh Duy Thuc
On January 14, 2021, Tran Huynh Duy Thuc was hospitalized after 50-days on a hunger strike. Mr. Thuc was admitted to the
Vietnam-Poland Hospital in Nghe An, Vinh City. Despite complete silence (and in some cases, outright denial) by Vietnamese
authorities and hospital staff, the U.S. Embassy in Vietnam as well as local friends and family residing in Nghe An, were able to
confirm Mr. Thuc’s emergency hospitalization.192 Having already served almost 12 years of his 16-year sentence, he is urging
the High Court to consider his request to have his sentence reduced in accordance with the 2015 Penal Code (which now
carries a maximum term of 5 years in prison).193
This once successful engineer and entrepreneur was founder of an Internet phone service company (with branches in
Vietname, US and Singapore) as well as the ‘Chan research group’ which studies social, economic and political issues in his
country and around the world. A peaceful advocate, he was known to blog about some of these issues under the pen name
‘Tran Dong Chan’.194
He is one of the many prisoners of conscience that have been arbitrarily detained.
On May 24, 2009, he was initially charged with ‘theft of telephone wires’, then later
indicted under Article 79 of Vietnam’s Penal Code for ‘subversion’ or ‘activities
aimed at overthrowing the people’s administration’ handing him a sentence of 16
years of imprisonment.195
Transferred to a prison that is over 3,000 km away from his family (Detention
Centre No. 6 in Nghe An province), Mr. Thuc, who suffers from high blood pressure
and high blood sugar is being denied even the most basic of prisoners’ rights, such
as access to boiled water (for instant noodles), reading lights, a blood pressure
monitor and a glucose monitor. He also faces constant and ever-increasing abuse
and threats from prison officials, determined to make him falsely confess to obtain
parole.196 Such deprivation and abuse is a blatant contravention of the United
Nations (UN) Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (Nelson
Mandela Rules), adopted unanimously by the UN General Assembly in December
2015.197

“Launching One-Connection Singapore” 199

Mr. Thuc remains steadfast in his conviction that freedom of speech is not a
crime and that his case should be reassessed under the updated provisions of the
new Penal Code of 2015, which no longer considers his ‘crime’ as ‘subversion’.
It is evident that applying the law to Mr. Thuc’s case would create a ‘dangerous’
precedent for many prisoners of conscience – one that Vietnam’s Communist
authorities would evidently not want to set.198
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The Socialist Republic of Vietnam, having ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) in
1982,200 is obligated to respect and protect freedom of expression. It has also failed to uphold its international obligations
under other key international human rights treaties, such as the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, ratified in 2015.201
Tran Huynh Duy Thuc has asked his family to make public his plight and relay the following message:

“I’m sorry that I could not reach the end successfully with you all, but please keep moving forward on the
path of enlightening our compatriots and the world, keep up the battles for Human Rights. Make the most
use of my departure by pushing this struggle to its end by this year or the next.” 202

Tran Huynh Duy Thuc during a prison visit.203
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Tran Huynh Duy Thuc arrested (above)204; Tran Huynh Duy Thuc at his trial (below)205
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HUMAN RIGHTS

Select Cases of Human Rights Violations
Dong Tam Village
On the morning of January 9, 2020, at 4:00 am, an attack by Hanoi police and Government task forces, approximately
3,000 officers, was conducted on Dong Tam Village, where its Leader, Mr. Le Dinh Kinh, aged 84, was murdered and
others severely injured, including women and the elderly.206
The Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam unfairly seizes lands all across Vietnam, sometimes compensation
is “barely enough to buy a bowl of noodles”, resulting in some taking their lives.207
On September 14, 2020, twenty-nine residents of Dong Tam commune were arrested on trumped-up charges.
A court in Hanoi sentenced Le Dinh Kinh’s sons to death, Messrs. Le Dinh Cong and Le Dinh Chuc, while the rest were
handed down sentences ranging from life in prison, 2 to 18 years, and fifteen months’ probation, in the trial of the
twenty-nine villagers208, whose only ‘crime’ was to defend their right to receive adequate compensation for their
land. These deliberately exaggerated sentences (grossly disproportionate to the severity of the offences), are merely
a ‘show of force’209 by Vietnam’s ruling Communist party to dissuade future communities from expressing any form of
objection to meagre compensation for the government’s regular land confiscations destined for lucrative real-estate
projects.

Riot police raiding Dong Tam Village in the early hours of the morning on January 9, 2020 210
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Le Dinh Kinh, the village
leader, aged 84, was found
dead inside a house.211
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From left: Bruised body of the leader Le Dinh Kinh, who was brutally murdered by task forces (on the right) during the raid of Dong Tam
village in January 2020 212

Dong Tam Villagers awaiting their sentences on trumped-up charges, Hanoi, September 2020 213
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The Case of Pham Doan Trang

Ms. Pham Doan Trang.222

Pham Doan Trang is a prominent human rights defender, blogger and journalist. She is the
co-founder of the Liberal Publishing House in Vietnam, a non-profit organization that was
awarded the International Publishers Association’s 2020 Prix Voltaire.214 She is also the
founder of “Luật Khoa”, an online law and human rights magazine.215 In addition to this, she
is a member of the editorial board of The Vietnamese, an independent news website which
raises public awareness about human rights and political issues in Vietnam.216
Ms. Pham Doan Trang was arrested and charged with “anti-state propaganda” merely a few
hours after the annually held US-Vietnam Human Rights Dialogue on October 6, 2020. With
these charges laid against her (which fall under article 117 of the Vietnamese Penal Code
pertaining to the “making, storing, spreading information, materials, items for the purpose
of opposing the State of Socialist Republic of Vietnam”), Ms. Trang could be sentenced up
to 20 years in prison, if convicted. She faces imminent and near-certain risk of torture and
ill treatment while in custody. Unfortunately, this is not the first time Ms. Trang has been
targeted for her work by the Vietnamese authorities. An internationally recognized author,
recipient of the Reporters Without Borders 2019 Press Freedom Prize, and ardent critic of
the lack of democracy, press freedom and rule of law in Vietnam, she has faced harsh and
continued persecution from the authorities since returning to the country in 2015.217 In
September 2020218, Ms. Trang, in collaboration with human rights defender, Will Nguyen, also
published the third edition of the Dong Tam report219, which sheds light on the brutal attack
by Vietnamese security forces against the villagers of Dong Tam.220

The fact that Ms. Trang had met with officials at the US Consulate in Ho Chi Minh City to discuss the ongoing human rights abuses
in Vietnam only further casts into stark relief the iron-fisted desperation that characterizes the ruling Communist party’s repression
of basic human rights and universally enshrined fundamental freedoms, such as free speech. It is blatantly obvious that the arrest is
nothing more than a “scorched earth response”221 to silence and punish this brave dissident once and for all.
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Vietnamese refugees are transported during Operation Passage to Freedom in August 1954.226

The Vietnamese people have undergone tremendous obstacles that have resulted in the displacement of millions
throughout its tumultuous history marred with episodes of colonialism, war and Communist oppression. This section
explores some of the events that define some of these periods.

Operation Passage to Freedom - 1954
In 1954, an estimated total of one million223 North Vietnamese refugees and military personnel as well as French, crossed
into South Vietnam by sea, by air and by land, with the help of the US Navy and French military224. At the end of the First
Indochina War, in accordance with the 1954 Geneva Accords, the governments of North and South Vietnam were accorded
300 days to resettle any of their citizens who wished to leave their homes.225
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Fall of Saigon in 1975 and Vietnamese Boat People
What followed the fall of Saigon on April 30, 1975, was the largest mass migration in modern history, with more than 2
million people leaving their war-torn country in search of freedom. These refugees became known as the “boat people”.227
Many Vietnamese refugees drew on their private resources to escape the advancing Communist armies, prompting the
Hanoi government to seal the country’s borders. After the Vietnam War, 65,000 South Vietnamese people were executed
and 1 million were sent to prison and re-education camps, where an estimated 165,000 died because of retribution from
the Communist North.228
In order to flee racial, ethnic, religious and political persecution, many refugees had to escape in rickety, broken boats on
the South China Sea, where they faced constant unimaginable peril. They faced not only deadly storms, but also disease
and starvation. The primary causes of death for the boat people were drowning or attacks by pirates, who murdered them
or sold them into slavery and prostitution. According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, over 250,000
perished on the seas in search of freedom and a brighter future. The lucky ones were able to land alive at refugee camps.229

58

A U.S. member of the CIA assists citizens of South Vietnam
flee Saigon in April 1975, shortly before its invasion by North
Vietnam230

Vietnamese Boat People awaiting rescue231

39 Victims, UK
On October 23, 2019, the world, shockingly and perplexedly learned about thirty-nine Vietnamese citizens found dead in a
refrigerated container truck in Essex, in what was considered “one of UK’s deadliest human-trafficking disasters”.232
We know that this tragedy was treated as a human-smuggling incident, since the victims were illegally smuggled through a
human-trafficking network. The victims, who froze to death in their quest to freedom, are 31 men and 8 women. Most were
young adults and ten of them were teenagers.233
Vietnam's Communist Government is partly responsible. The situation in Vietnam has become so unbearable that people will
resort to anything just to get out of the country in search for freedom and respect of human basic rights, even if it means putting
their lives in the hands of criminals.
Because of the general climate of terror and fear that reigns in Vietnam, its citizens have become so desperate, that they will
employ any means necessary to leave their country in hopes of attaining freedom. The iron-fisted repression and oppression by
Vietnam’s ruling elite is characterized by gross human rights violations, arbitrary imprisonments, poor living standards (where
the average Vietnamese citizen can barely put food on the table), and lack of employment opportunities (to name just a few).
The Vietnamese Communist Government has created such deplorable conditions that ultimately forces people to seek freedom
and hopes of a better life elsewhere.
Over the last months, the ongoing Essex Police investigation, with the help of “a trans-border investigation team co-ordinated by
the EU crime agency Eurojust that included Belgium, France, the UK and Ireland”234, has resulted in several international arrests,
charges laid, and sentencing of some of those involved in this human trafficking network235. On January 22, 2021 in London, four
men were found guilty and were handed sentences ranging from 13 to 27 years in prison.236
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These are some of the victims that we have the names for:
These photographs were obtained courtesy of the Alliance for Democracy in Vietnam (ADV).
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Clockwise: Victims’ bodies arrive at their villages for their funerals.238, Relatives are completely distraught as Nguyen Van Hung’s body arrives home239, John Hoang
Van Tiep’s relatives overcome by grief as his casket arrives home240, Bodies of some of the victims arriving at the International Airport in Hanoi, November 27, 2019241
Centre: Nguyen Van Hung’s relatives paying their last respects242
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Names and city of origin of the 39 victims of the Essex truck tragedy243
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Penal Code

United Nations: Universal
Declaration of HUMAN RIGHTS

On December 21, 1999, the Code was
passed by the National Assembly of
Vietnam245

General Assembly in Paris, France
December 1948

Vietnam was elected to the UN Human Rights Council on November 12, 2013,
accepting the obligation to “uphold the highest standards in the promotion
and protection of human rights,” as set forth in United Nations General
Assembly Resolution 60/251

Article 79
Carrying out activities aimed at overthrowing the people's 		
administration
Those who carry out activities, establish, or join organizations with
intent to overthrow the people's administration shall be subject to
the following penalties:
1. Organizers, instigators, and active participants or those who
cause serious consequences shall be sentenced to between twelve
and twenty years of imprisonment of capital punishment;
2. Other accomplices shall be subject to between five and fifteen
years of imprisonment

Article 87
Undermining the unity policy
1. Those who commits one to the following acts with a view to		
opposing the people's administration shall be sentenced to 		
between five and fifteen years of imprisonment
a) Sowing division among people of different strata, between 		
people and the armed forces or the people's administration or
social organizations;
b) Sowing hatred, ethnic bias and/or division, infringing upon 		
the rights to equality among the community of Vietnamese
nationalities;
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Article 1
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They
are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one
another in a spirit of brotherhood.

Article 2
Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this
Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status.
Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political,
jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a
person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or
under any other limitation of sovereignty.

Article 3
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and the security of person.

Article 4
No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade
shall be prohibited in all their forms.

Article 5
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.			

Article 6
c) Sowing division between religious people and non-religious 		
people, division between religious believers and the people’s 		
administration or social organizations;

d) Undermining the implementation of policies for international
solidarity.

Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before
the law.

Article 7

2. In case of committing less serious crimes, the offenders shall be
sentenced to between two and seven years of imprisonment.

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination
to equal protection of the law. All are entitled to equal protection
against any discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against
any incitement to such discrimination.

Article 88

Article 8

Conducting propaganda against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent
national tribunals for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him
by the constitution or by law.

1. Those who commit one of the following acts against the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam shall be sentenced between three and twelve years
of imprisonment:
a) Propagating against, distorting and/or defaming the people's
administration;

Article 9
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.

b) Propagating psychological warfare and spreading fabricated news in
order to foment confusion among people;
c) Making, storing, and/or circulating documents, and/or cultural
products with contents against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.
2. In the case of committing less serious crimes, the offenders shall be
sentenced to between ten and twenty years of imprisonment

Article 89
Disrupting security
1. Those who intend to oppose the people's administration by inciting,
involving and gathering many people to disrupt security, oppose officials
on public duties, obstruct activities of agencies and/or organizations,
which fall outside the cases stipulated in Article 82 of this code, shall be
sentenced to between five and fifteen years of imprisonment
2. Other accomplices shall be sentenced to between two and seven
years of imprisonment

65

Article 91

Article 10

Fleeing abroad or defecting to stay overseas with a view to opposing
the people’s administration

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an
independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination of his rights
and obligations and of any criminal charge against him.

1. Those who flee abroad or defect overseas with a view to opposing
the people’s administration shall be sentenced to between three and
twelve years of imprisonment.
2. Organizers, coercers and instigators shall be sentenced to between
five and fifteen years of imprisonment.
3. In the case of committing particularly serious crimes, the
offenders shall be sentenced to between twelve and twenty years of
imprisonment or life imprisonment.

Article 245
Causing public disorder
1. Those who foment public disorder, causing serious consequences
or who have been already administratively sanctioned for such act
or sentenced for such offense, not yet entitled to criminal record
remission but continue to commit such act, shall be sentenced to a
fine of between one million dong and ten million dong, non-custodial
reform for up to two years or between three months and two years of
imprisonment.
2. Committing the offense in one of the following circumstances,
the offenders shall be sentenced to between two and seven years of
imprisonment:
a) Using weapons or committing acts of devastation;
b) In an organized manner;
c) Causing serious obstruction to traffic or cessation of public activities;
d) Inciting other persons to cause disorder;
e) Assaulting persons who intervene to keep the public order;
f) Dangerous recidivism.
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Article 11
1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed
innocent until proved guilty according to law in a public trial at which
he has had all the guarantees necessary for his defense.
2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act
or omission which did not constitute a penal offence, under national
or international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a
heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the
time the penal offence was committed.

Article 12
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy,
family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks upon his honour and
reputation. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against
such interference or attacks.

Article 13
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence
within the borders of each State.
2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to
return to his country.

Article 14
1. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum
from persecution.
2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely
arising from non-political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes
and principles of the United Nations.

						

											

						

Article 258

Article 15

Abusing democratic freedoms to infringe upon the interests of the
State, the legitimate rights and interests of organizations and/or
citizens

1. Everyone has the right to a nationality.

1. Those who abuse the rights to freedom of speech, freedom of
press, freedom of belief, religion, assembly, association and other
democratic freedoms to infringe upon the interests of the State, the
legitimate rights and interests of organizations and/or citizens, shall
be subject to warning, non-custodial reform for up to three years or a
prison term of between six months and three years.
2. Committing the offense in serious circumstances, the offenders
shall be sentenced to between two and seven years of imprisonment.

				

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the
right to change his nationality.

Article 16
1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race,
nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family.
They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at
its dissolution.
2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of
the intending spouses.
3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is
entitled to protection by society and the State.
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On November 27, 2015, the new Penal Code was passed by
the National Assembly of Vietnam 246
Article 117 247

Article 17

Making, storing, spreading information, materials, items for the
purpose of opposing the State of Socialist Republic of Vietnam

1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association
with others.

1. Any person, for the purpose of opposing the State of Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, commits any of the following acts shall face a
penalty of 05 - 12 years’ imprisonment:

2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.

a) Making, storing, spreading information, materials, items whose that
contains distorted information about the people’s government;

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion;
this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom,
either alone or in community with others and in public or private,
to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and
observance.

b) Making, storing, spreading information, materials, items whose that
contains fabricated information to cause dismay among the people;
b) Making, storing, spreading information, materials, items to cause
psychological warfare.
2. An extremely serious case of this offence shall carry a penalty of 10 20 years’ imprisonment.
3. Any person who makes preparation for the commitment of this
criminal offence shall face a penalty of 01 - 05 years’ imprisonment.

Article 157 248
Illegal arrest, detention, or imprisonment of a person
1. Any person arrests, detains, or imprisons another person against
the law, except for the cases specified in Article 377 hereof, shall face
a penalty of up to three years community sentence or six to thirty-six
months of imprisonment
2. This offence committed in any of the following cases shall carry a
penalty of two to seven years of imprisonment:
a) The offence is committed by an organized group;
b) The offence involves abuse of the offender’s her position or power;
c) The offence is committed against a law enforcement officer in
performance of his/her official duties;
d) The offence has been committed more than once;
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Article 18

Article 19
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this
right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to
seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and
regardless of frontiers.

Article 20
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and
association.
2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.

Article 21
1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country,
directly or through freely chosen representatives.
2. Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his country.
3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of
government; this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine
elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be
held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.

						
									

dd) The offence is committed against 02 or more people;
e) The offence is committed against a person under 18, a woman whose
pregnancy is known by the offender, an elderly, sick, or defenseless
person.
g) The offence results in the victim’s extreme hardship or predicament;
h) The victim suffers from 11% - 45% mental and behavioral disability
because of the offence;
3. This offence committed in any of the following cases shall carry a
penalty of between five and twelve years of imprisonment:
a) The offence results in victim's death or suicide;
b) The victim is tortured or treated in a brutal and inhuman way, or the
victim's dignity is destroyed;
c) The victim suffers from 46% mental and behavioral disability or over
because of the offence
4. The offender might be forbidden from holding certain position for
one to five years.

Article 330
Resisting a law enforcement officer in performance of his/her official
duties

Article 22
Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and
is entitled to realization, through national effort and international cooperation and in accordance with the organization and resources of
each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for
his dignity and the free development of his personality.

Article 23
1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment,
to just and favourable conditions of work and to protection against
unemployment.
2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for
equal work.
3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable
remuneration ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy
of human dignity, and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of
social protection.
4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the
protection of his interests.
		

1. Any person who uses violence or threat of violence or other methods
to obstruct a law enforcement officer from performing his/her official
duties or forces a law enforcement officer to act against the law shall
face a penalty of up to three years community sentence or six to thirty
six months of imprisonment:
2. This offence committed in any of the following cases shall carry
penalty of two to seven years of imprisonment:
a) The offence is committed by an organized group;
b) The offence has been committed more than once;
c) The offender persuades or incites another person to commit the
offence;
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d) The offence results in property damage of ≥ VND 50,000,000;
dd) Dangerous recidivism.

Article 24

Article 331

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable
limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with pay.

Abusing democratic freedoms to infringe upon the interests of the
State, lawful rights and interests of organizations and/or citizens

Article 25

1. Any person who abuses the freedom of speech, freedom of
the press, freedom of religion, freedom of association, and other
democratic freedoms to infringe upon the interests of the State, lawful
rights and interests of organizations and/ or citizens shall receive a
warning or face a penalty of up to 03 years’ community sentence or 06
- 36 months’ imprisonment.

1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the
health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food,
clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, and
the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability,
widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances
beyond his control.

2. If the offence has a negative impact on social security, order, or
safety, the offender shall face a penalty of 02 - 07 years’ imprisonment.

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and
assistance. All children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy
the same social protection.

Article 377
Abuse of position or power to hold a person in detention or custody
against the law
1. Any person who abuses his/her position or power to commit
any of the following acts shall face a penalty of 06 - 36 months’
imprisonment:
a) Failure to issue a decision to release a person who is released as
prescribed by law;
b) Issuing a decision to arrest or hold a person in detention or custody
without any basis as prescribed by law;
c) Failure to implement the decision to release a person who is
released as prescribed by law;
d) Arresting, holding a person in detention or custody without an order
or decision as prescribed by law or under an order or decision which
has not taken effect;
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Article 26
1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least
in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall
be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made
generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to
all on the basis of merit.
2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human
personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance
and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall
further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of
peace.
3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall
be given to their children.

										
										
										
										
										
								

dd) Failure to issue an order or decision to extend the period of
detention or custody; changing, cancelling the temporary detention
method at the end of the temporary detention period causing the
detainees to be held in detention behind schedule)
2. This offence committed in any of the following cases shall carry a
penalty of 02 - 07 years’ imprisonment:
a) The offence involves 02 - 05 people held in detention or custody
against the law;
b) The offence results in 31% - 60% physical disability of the person
held in detention or custody against the law;
c) The offence results in extreme hardship of the detainee or his/her
family;
d) The offence is committed against a person under 18, a woman
whose pregnancy is known by the offender, an old and weak person,
or a person having a serious physical disability or extremely serious
physical disability.
3. This offence committed in any of the following cases shall carry a
penalty of 05 - 12 years’ imprisonment:
a) The offence involves ≥ 06 people held in detention or custody against
the law;
b) The offence results in ≥ 61% physical disability or death of the person
held in detention or custody against the law;
c) The offence results in the suicide of the detainee;
d) The offence results in separation of the detainee’s family.
4. The offender might also be prohibited from holding certain positions
for 01 - 05 years

Article 27
1. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the
community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement
and its benefits.
2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material
interests resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic production of
which he is the author.

Article 28
Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the
rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.

Article 29
1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and
full development of his personality is possible.
2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject
only to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the
purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the rights and
freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality,
public order and the general welfare in a democratic society.
3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to
the purposes and principles of the United Nations.

Article 30
Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any
State, group or person any right to engage in any activity or to perform
any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set
forth herein.
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Conclusion
With the COVID-19 pandemic adding an additional layer of complexity to the plight of dissidents in Vietnam fighting
for human rights, the number of prisoners of conscience languishing in prisons, arbitrarily and unjustly detained, only
continues to grow.
Although Vietnam is flourishing economically, having signed and/or ratified several very lucrative bilateral and
multilateral trade deals over the last few years, the material benefits have done nothing to alleviate the Communist
Party of Vietnam’s iron-fisted crackdown on human rights, persisting to violate their international human rights
commitments with impunity. Calls from international rights groups and concerned stakeholders seem to have fallen
on deaf ears. Economic interests, are as always, the primary consideration and base criteria by which bilateral
and multilateral decisions are made. As a result of this and compounded by the global economic downturn in the
aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic, international intervention on Vietnam’s poor human rights record has only
been ‘superficial’ in some cases, while completely non-existent in others.
Former Prime Minister of Canada, The Right Honourable Stephen Harper captured the dilemma we often face
whenever competing interests are at stake – especially as it pertains to the economy and our values:

"I think Canadians want us to promote our trade relations worldwide, and we do that, but I don't think Canadians
want us to sell out important Canadian values. They don't want us to sell that out to the almighty dollar." 244
Canada and the international community have an obligation to continue to condemn Vietnam’s longstanding
persecution against peaceful dissent and repression of human rights. We, as Canadians, need to ensure that our
economic interests never trump our core values, basic human rights, universal freedoms, the rule of law, and
democracy.

72

Endnotes
1 Senator Thanh Hai Ngo. (2020). Journey to Freedom Day Act. Available at: https://senatorngo.ca/journey-to-freedom-page/
2 UNHCR. (2020). Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees A/42/12. Available at:
https://www.unhcr.org/excom/unhcrannual/3ae68c300/report-united-nations-high-commissioner-refugees.html
3 Youtube.com. (2014). Presentation: (1986) UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award to the people of Canada. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8TF3pt3xK4&amp&feature=youtu.be
4 House of Commons (2015). Mr. Hung Nguyen (Reverend, Interfaith Council of Vietnam) at the Subcommittee on International Human Rights of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs
and International Development. Available at: https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/41-2/SDIR/meeting-73/evidence
5 UCAnews. (2017). Members of interfaith council detained in Vietnam. Available at: https://www.ucanews.com/news/members-of-interfaith-council-detained-in-vietnam/78414
6 Interfaith Council of Vietnam. (2020). Reports on Religious Freedom Violations in Vietnam – To: US State Department. Available at:

https://hdltvn.org/reports-on-religious-freedom-violations-in-vietnam-to-us-state-department/
7 This picture was taken from the following Vietnamese website. Available at: https://vietnamthoibao.org/hoi-dong-lien-ton-tuyen-bo-ve-tinh-hinh-viet-nam-va-the-gioi/
8 United States Commission on International Religious Freedom (2020). Hopes and fears for religious freedom in Vietnam. Available at:

https://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/op-eds/hopes-and-fears-religious-freedom-vietnam
9 RCEP. (2020). Home Page. Available at: https://rcepsec.org/
10 GOV.UK. (2020). UK strikes Singapore and Vietnam trade deals, start of new era of trade with Asia. Available at:

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-strikes-singapore-and-vietnam-trade-deals-start-of-new-era-of-trade-with-asia
11 The picture was taken from the following website: EuroFruit (2020). EU and Vietnam sign FTA. Available at: http://www.fruitnet.com/eurofruit/article/179116/eu-and-vietnam-sign-fta
12 European Parliament. (2020). Legislative Train Schedule 10.2020, EU-Vietnam FTA. Available at:
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-international-trade-inta/file-eu-vietnam-free-trade-agreement
13 Ibid.
14 European Commission. (2019). EU-Viet Nam free trade agreement – Joint press statement by Commissioner Malström and Minister Tran Tuan Anh. Available at:
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2041&utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=facebook
15 Ramon Tremosa. (2018). 32 MEPs send a joint letter to High Representative/Vice President of the European Commission, Federica Mogherini, and Commissioner for Trade, Cecilia Malmström, to ask for more Human Rights progress in Vietnam. Available at:
http://tremosa.cat/noticies/32-meps-send-joint-letter-mrs-mogherini-and-commissioner-malmstrom-ask-more-human-rights-progress-vietnam
16 European Commission. (2018). Letter from High Representative/Vice President Federica Mogherini and Commissioner for Trade Cecilia Malmström to EU MEPs. Available at:
https://www.marinhopinto.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Ares20185389336_Signed-letter.pdf
17 14 MEPs ask for tangible Human Rights improvements before the EU-Vietnam trade deal signature. Available at: https://mariearena.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Letter-EVFTA_IPA.pdf
18 European Parliament Committee on Foreign Affairs. (2019). 2018/0356M(NLE) – Opinion. Available at: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/AFET-AD-641414_EN.pdf

73

19 Human Rights Watch. (2019). Joint NGO Letter on EU-Vietnam Free Trade Agreement. Available at: https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/11/04/joint-ngo-letter-eu-vietnam-free-trade-agreement
20 Ibid.
21 Human Rights Watch. (2020). NGOs Urge European Parliament to Postpone Consent to EU-Vietnam Trade Deals. Available at:
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/02/04/ngos-urge-european-parliament-postpone-consent-eu-vietnam-trade-deals
22 European Parliament. (2020). Report containing a motion for a non-legislative resolution on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the Free Trade Agreement between the European Union and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam (06050/2019 – C9 0023/2019 – 2018/0356M(NLE)). Available at: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-9-2020-0017_EN.html
23 European Parliament. (2018). European Parliament resolution of 15 November 2018 on Vietnam, notably the situation of political prisoners (2018/2925(RSP)). Available at:
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0459_EN.html
24 United Nations Digital Library. (2019). Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review: Viet Nam (A/HRC/41/7) Available at:
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3804649?ln=en *Report can then be downloaded in English or French.
25 European Parliament. (2020). Legislative Train Schedule 10.2020, EU-Vietnam FTA. Available at:
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-international-trade-inta/file-eu-vietnam-free-trade-agreement
26 Official Journal of the European Union. (2020). Legislation – L 186, Free Trade Agreement between the European Union and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam. Available at:
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2020:186:FULL&from=EN#page=132
27 European Commission. (2020). Available at: https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/september/tradoc_157391.pdf
28 European Parliament. (2019). Briefing: International Agreements in Progress – EU-Vietnam trade and investment agreements. Available at:
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/642270/EPRS_BRI(2019)642270_EN.pdf
29 Ibid.
30 European Parliament. (2021). European Parliament resolution of 21 January 2021 on the human rights situation in Vietnam, in particular the case of human rights journalists Pham Chi
Dung, Nguyen Tuong Thuy and Le Huu Minh Tuan (2021/2507(RSP)). Available at: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0029_EN.html
31 European Union, External Action Service (2021). Vietnam: Statement by the Spokesperson on the sentencing of three journalists. Available at:
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/91185/node/91185_en
32 Radio Free Asia. (2021). European Parliament Calls for Release of Political Prisoners in Vietnam, Cites Dashed Hopes in Trade Deal. Available at:
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/release-01262021160712.html
33 Parliamentary questions (2020). Answer given by Executive Vice-President Dombrovskis on behalf of the European Commission Available at:
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2020-004935-ASW_EN.html
34 Radio Free Asia. (2020). Vietnam’s Rights Record Deteriorating Despite Regular Dialogue With West: Experts. Available at:
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/dialogue-02192020172014.html
Please note that there’s no Press Release posted on the European External Action Service (EEAS) website regarding the 10th European Union-Vietnam Human Rights Dialogue. There is however other Press Releases for some previous Dialogues, such as the 8th one, available at: https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/fiji/59036/8th-eu-vietnam-human-rights-dialogue_hi
35 Radio Free Asia. (2019). Jailed Journalist Urges EU Not to Ratify FTA With Vietnam. Available at:
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/vietnam-pham-chi-dung-eu-parliament-12032019151213.html

74

AND
The Diplomat (2021) Vietnam’s Prisoners of Conscience: ‘Like Fish Under the Blade’. Available at:
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/vietnams-prisoners-of-conscience-like-fish-under-the-blade/
36 Ibid.
37 Human Rights Watch. (2020). MEPs: Don’t waste your chance to change Vietnam. Available at: https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/01/15/meps-dont-waste-your-chance-change-vietnam
38 Ibid.
39 Fighting over Senh Field : A Report on the Dong Tam Village Attack. Available at: https://safeguarddefenders.com/sites/default/files/Dong%20Tam%20report.pdf
40 EUtoday. (2020). EU “lacks in-depth knowledge about Chinese & Vietnamese totalitarian regimes”. Available at:
https://eutoday.net/news/business-economy/2020/eu-vietnam-trade-agreement
41 Government of Canada. (2020). CPTPP. Available at:

https://www.international.gc.ca/trade-commerce/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/agr-acc/cptpp-ptpgp/index.aspx?lang=eng
42 Ibid.
43 Ibid.
44 Government of Canada. (2019). Statement from Minister Ng on the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership, one year later. Available at:

https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2019/12/statement-from-minister-ng-on-the-comprehensive-and-progressive-agreement-for-trans-pacific-partnership-one-year-later.html
45 Vietnam Times. (2019). Vietnam posts trade surplus with other CPTPP members. Available at:

https://vietnamtimes.org.vn/vietnam-posts-trade-surplus-with-other-cptpp-members-13435.html
46 Government of Canada. (2020). Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) – Statement on the occasion of the Third Commission Meeting,
Available at: https://www.international.gc.ca/trade-commerce/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/agr-acc/cptpp-ptpgp/2020-08-06-cptpp-statement_declaration-ptpgp.aspx?lang=eng
47 Ibid.
48 Report of the Standing Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade (2017). Free Trade Agreements: A Tool for Economic Prosperity. Available at:

https://sencanada.ca/content/sen/committee/421/AEFA/Reports/FreeTradeReport_e.pdf
49 Government of Canada. (2018). Vietnam – Side Instruments. Available at:

https://www.international.gc.ca/trade-commerce/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/agr-acc/cptpp-ptpgp/text-texte/sl_la-vietnam.aspx?lang=eng
50 Government of Canada. (2017). Consolidated TPP Text – Side instruments involving Canada. Available at:
https://www.international.gc.ca/trade-commerce/trade-agreements-accords-commerciaux/agr-acc/tpp-ptp/text-texte/instruments.aspx?lang=eng.
51 Senator Thanh Hai Ngo. (2019). Human Rights Situation in Vietnam 2019-2020. Available at: https://senatorngo.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Final_ENG.pdf
52 United Nations Human Rights Council. (2019). Basic facts about the UPR. Available at: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/BasicFacts.aspx
53 United Nations Human Rights Council. (2019). Universal Periodic Review - Vietnam. Available at: https://www.upr-info.org/en/review/Viet-Nam.
54 Senator Thanh Hai Ngo. (2019). Human Rights Situation in Vietnam 2019-2020. Avaialble at: https://senatorngo.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Final_ENG.pdf
55 Human Rights Watch. (2019). Vietnam – Events of 2019. Available at: https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/vietnam#:~:text=Vietnam%20did%20little%20to%20improve%20its%20abysmal%20human%20rights%20record%20in%202019.&text=In%20January%2C%20Vietnam%20presented%20an,Human%20Rights%20Council%20in%20Geneva
56 Ibid.

75

57 FIDH – International Federation for Human Rights. (2019). Government refuses to make key commitments during UN rights review. Available at:
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/asia/vietnam/government-refuses-to-make-key-commitments-during-un-rights-review
58 FIDH – International Federation for Human Rights. (2019). Our organization. Available at: https://www.fidh.org/en/about-us/our-organisation/
59 FIDH – International Federation for Human Rights. (2020). Available at: https://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/bio-debbie_stothard-en.pdf
60 FIDH – International Federation for Human Rights. (2019). Government refuses to make key commitments during UN rights review. Available at:
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/asia/vietnam/government-refuses-to-make-key-commitments-during-un-rights-review
61 UPRinfo. (2019). Responses to Recommendations – Vietnam, Third Review Session 32. Available at:
https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/document/viet_nam/session_32_-_january_2019/2rps_vietnam.pdf
62 UPRinfo. (2014). Responses to Recommendations – Vietnam, Second Review Session 18. Available at:
https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/document/viet_nam/session_18_-_january_2014/recommendations_and_pledges_viet_nam_2014.pdf
63 UPRinfo. (2009). Responses to Recommendations – Vietnam, Third Review Session 5. Available at:
https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/document/viet_nam/session_5_-_may_2009/recommendationstovietnam2009.pdf
64 UPRinfo. (2019). Responses to Recommendations – Vietnam, Third Review Session 32. Available at:
https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/document/viet_nam/session_32_-_january_2019/2rps_vietnam.pdf
65 GOV.UK. (2020). UK strikes Singapore and Vietnam trade deals, start of new era of trade with Asia. Available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-strikes-singapore-and-vietnam-trade-deals-start-of-new-era-of-trade-with-asia
66 CITYA.M. (2020), UK signs free-trade deals with Vietnam and Singapore. Available at: https://www.cityam.com/uk-signs-free-trade-deals-with-vietnam-and-singapore/
67 Ibid.
68 GOV.UK. (2020). UK strikes Singapore and Vietnam trade deals, start of new era of trade with Asia. Available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-strikes-singapore-and-vietnam-trade-deals-start-of-new-era-of-trade-with-asia
69 U.S. Department of State. (2020). 2020 U.S.-Vietnam Human Rights Dialogue. Available at: https://2017-2021.state.gov/2020-u-s-vietnam-human-rights-dialogue/index.html
70 Reuters. (2020). Vietnam detains activist hours after human rights meeting with U.S. Available at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-vietnam-security-idUSKBN26S0RT
71 Human Rights Watch. (2020). Vietnam – Events of 2019. Available at: https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/vietnam
72 Ibid.
73 Ibid.
74 Ibid.
75 The Socialist Republic of Vietnam, Online Newspaper of the Government. (2020). VN confirms three new cases of Covid-19. Available at:
http://news.chinhphu.vn/Home/VN-confirms-three-new-cases-of-Covid19/202012/42422.vgp
76 Ibid.
77 BBC.com. (2020). Coronavirus Vietnam: The mysterious resurgence of Covid-19. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-53690711
78 The Diplomat. (2020). Why Are Peaceful Human Rights Activists Still Behind Bars in Vietnam? Available at:
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/why-are-peaceful-human-rights-activists-still-behind-bars-in-vietnam/

76

79 United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner. (2020). Asia: Bachelet alarmed by clampdown on freedom of expression during COVID-19. Available at:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25920&LangID=E
80 HRF.org. (2020). Vietnam’s COVID Success Belies Escalating Crackdown on Rights. Available at: https://hrf.org/press_posts/vietnams-covid-success-belies-escalating-crackdown-on-rights/
81 Ibid.
82 United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner. (2020). Asia: Bachelet alarmed by clampdown on freedom of expression during COVID-19. Available at:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25920&LangID=E
83 HRF.org. (2020). Vietnam’s COVID Success Belies Escalating Crackdown on Rights. Available at: https://hrf.org/press_posts/vietnams-covid-success-belies-escalating-crackdown-on-rights/
84 United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner. (2020). Asia: Bachelet alarmed by clampdown on freedom of expression during COVID-19. Available at:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25920&LangID=E
85 Island Health. (2021). Data, Outbreaks and Public Exposures. Available at: https://www.islandhealth.ca/learn-about-health/covid-19
86 United Nations Human Rights Treaty Bodies. (2019). UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Concluding observations on the third periodic report of Viet Nam* (CCPR/C/
VNM/CO/3). Available at: https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR/C/VNM/CO/3&Lang=En
87 Ibid.
88 Amnesty International. (2020). VIET NAM: LET US BREATHE! CENSORSHIP AND CRIMINALIZATION OF ONLINE EXPRESSION IN VIET NAM. Available at:
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa41/3243/2020/en/
89 Ibid.
90 Ibid.
91 Ibid.
92 Ibid.
93 Ibid.
94 Radio Free Asia. (2020). Vietnamese Court Indicts Leaders of Independent Journalists Association. Available at: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/ijavn-11112020194743.html
95 Amnesty International. (2020). VIET NAM: LET US BREATHE! CENSORSHIP AND CRIMINALIZATION OF ONLINE EXPRESSION IN VIET NAM. Available at:
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA4132432020ENGLISH.pdf
96 This picture of Dr. Pham Dung can only be found on the following Vietnamese website (where it was taken from), available at:
https://www.rfa.org/vietnamese/news/vietnamnews/leaders-of-vn-independent-journalists-face-sentences-up-to-20-years-11112020080014.html
97 Amnesty International. (2020). VIET NAM: LET US BREATHE! CENSORSHIP AND CRIMINALIZATION OF ONLINE EXPRESSION IN VIET NAM. Available at:
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA4132432020ENGLISH.pdf
98 These pictures can only be found on the following Vietnamese website (where they were taken from), available at:
https://www.rfa.org/vietnamese/news/vietnamnews/leaders-of-vn-independent-journalists-face-sentences-up-to-20-years-11112020080014.html
99 Radio Free Asia. (2021). Vietnamese RFA Blogger Jailed For 11 Years on Anti-State Charge. Available at: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/jailed-01052021123254.html
100 Defend the Defenders. (2021). Prominent Dissident Pham Chi Dung Decides not to Appeal His 15-year-imprisonment Sentence. Available at:
https://www.vietnamhumanrightsdefenders.net/2021/01/24/prominent-dissident-pham-chi-dung-decides-not-to-appeal-his-15-year-imprisonment-sentence/
101 Radio Free Asia. (2021). Vietnamese RFA Blogger Jailed For 11 Years on Anti-State Charge. Available at: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/jailed-01052021123254.html

77

102 European Parliament. (2021). European Parliament resolution of 21 January 2021 on the human rights situation in Vietnam, in particular the case of human rights journalists Pham Chi
Dung, Nguyen Tuong Thuy and Le Huu Minh Tuan (2021/2507(RSP)). Available at: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0029_EN.html
103 European Union, External Action Service (2021). Vietnam: Statement by the Spokesperson on the sentencing of three journalists. Available at:
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/91185/node/91185_en
104 Radio Free Asia. (2021). European Parliament Calls for Release of Political Prisoners in Vietnam, Cites Dashed Hopes in Trade Deal. Available at:
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/release-01262021160712.html
105 Amnesty International. (2020). VIET NAM: LET US BREATHE! CENSORSHIP AND CRIMINALIZATION OF ONLINE EXPRESSION IN VIET NAM. Available at:
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA4132432020ENGLISH.pdf
106 The pictures of Trinh Ba Tu were taken from the following Radio Free Asia website. Father of Vietnamese Hunger Striker Turned Away, Threatened by Police. Available at:
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/father-08272020165936.html
107 These pictures can only be found on the following Vietnamese website (where they were taken from) , available at:
https://www.voatiengviet.com/a/viet-nam-bat-giam-6-nguoi-vi-tuyen-truyen-chong-nn-trong-1-ngay/5477069.html
108 Amnesty International. (2020). VIET NAM: LET US BREATHE! CENSORSHIP AND CRIMINALIZATION OF ONLINE EXPRESSION IN VIET NAM. Available at:
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA4132432020ENGLISH.pdf
109 Amnesty International UK. (2018). Vietnam: five more jailed in ‘relentless crackdown’ on freedom of speech. Available at:
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/vietnam-five-more-jailed-relentless-crackdown-freedom-speech
110 Ibid.
111 Radio Free Asia. (2019). Five Vietnamese Activists Shout Down Judge After Subversion Appeals Rejected. Available at:
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/trial-activists-03182019173557.html
112 These pictures were taken from the following Radio Free Asia (2019) website. Five Vietnamese Activists Shout Down Judge After Subversion Appeals Rejected. Available at:
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/trial-activists-03182019173557.html
113 The Guardian. (2020). Jailed Australian democracy activist has ‘disappeared’ inside Vietnam’s prison system. Available at:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/07/jailed-australian-democracy-activist-has-disappeared-inside-vietnams-prison-system
114 The Guardian. (2019). Terrorist claim against Australian man in Vietnam ‘absolutely false’, his wife says. Available at:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/nov/11/terrorist-claim-against-australian-man-in-vietnam-absolutely-false-his-wife-says
115 The Guardian. (2020). Jailed Australian democracy activist has ‘disappeared’ inside Vietnam’s prison system. Available at:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/07/jailed-australian-democracy-activist-has-disappeared-inside-vietnams-prison-system
116 The Guardian. (2019). ‘Please, bring him back’: family fear Australian democracy activist will die in Vietnamese jail. Available at:
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/dec/07/please-bring-him-back-family-fear-australian-democracy-activist-will-die-in-vietnamese-jail
117 ABC News. (2021). Australian Van Kham Chau subject to ‘hard labour’ in Vietnamese prison, former inmate says. Available at:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-01-13/van-kham-chau-subject-to-hard-labour-in-vietnamese-prison/13053558
118This picture has been taken from the following website. Taipei Times. (2019). Vietnam jails Australian citizen on terror charges. Available at:
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/world/archives/2019/11/12/2003725704

78

119 International Publishers Association. (2020). Vietnam’s Liberal Publishing House awarded 2020 Prix Voltaire. Available at:
https://www.internationalpublishers.org/news/985-vietnam-s-liberal-publishing-house-awarded-2020-prix-voltaire
120 The 88 Project for Free Speech in Vietnam. (2020). Liberal Publishing House: “We write for you to read.”. Available at:
https://the88project.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/LIBERAL-PUBLISHING-HOUSE-profile-bia-2.pdf
121 International Publishers Association. (2020). Vietnam’s Liberal Publishing House awarded 2020 Prix Voltaire. Available at:
https://www.internationalpublishers.org/news/985-vietnam-s-liberal-publishing-house-awarded-2020-prix-voltaire
122 BBC.com. (2020). Pham Doan Trang: Vietnam arrests leading pro-democracy blogger. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54452851#:~:text=Pham%20Doan%20
Trang%3A%20Vietnam%20arrests%20leading%20pro%2Ddemocracy%20blogger,-7%20October&text=Vietnam%20has%20arrested%20a%20prominent,carrying%20out%20anti%2Dstate%20
activities.
123 Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch. (2019). VIET NAM: STOP INTIMIDATION AND HARASSMENT OF INDEPENDENT PUBLISHING HOUSE. Available at:
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA4114762019ENGLISH.pdf
124 This picture was taken from the following website. The 88 Project for Free Speech in Vietnam. (2020). Liberal Publishing House: “We write for you to read.”. Available at:
https://the88project.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/LIBERAL-PUBLISHING-HOUSE-profile-bia-2.pdf
125 Human Rights House Foundation. (2020). Freedom of assembly. Available at: https://humanrightshouse.org/we-stand-for/freedom-of-assembly/
126 Brookings Institute. (2019). How can Vietnam avoid the middle-income trap? Available at: https://www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2019/05/16/how-can-vietnam-avoid-the-middle-income-trap/#:~:text=Following%20three%20decades%20of%20virtually,a%20thriving%20middle%2Dincome%20economy.&text=Vietnam’s%20per%20capita%20income%20is,percent%20of%20the%20global%20average.
127 Vietnam Briefing. (2020). Vietnam’s Economy to Grow Fastest in Southeast Asia Despite COVID-19: ADB. Available at:
https://www.vietnam-briefing.com/news/vietnams-economy-grow-fastest-southeastasia-despite-covid-19.html/
128 BBC.com. (2020). Luật Đặc khu bị phản đối, nhưng sao VN quyết mở khu kinh tế Vân Đồn? Available at : https://www.bbc.com/vietnamese/vietnam-52749462 (Source provided by Alliance
for Democracy in Vietnam (ADV) only available in Vietnamese. Unofficial English/French translation can be obtained through online translation or directly through Chrome web browser).
129 Agribank (2020).Trade turnover between Vietnam and China reached 100 billion. Available at: https://www.agribank.com.vn/en/ve-agribank/tin-tuc/dtl?current=true&urile=wcm:path:/
agbanken/ve-agribank/news/market-news/trade-turnover-between-vietnam-and-china-reached-100-billion#:~:text=China%20is%20Vietnam’s%20largest%20import,of%20nearly%20USD%20
74%20billion.
130 Lowry Institute. (2020). Asia - South China Sea. Available at: https://www.lowyinstitute.org/issues/south-china-sea
131 Centre for Strategic & International Studies (CSIS). (2020). China Power Project - How Much Trade Transits the South China Sea? Available at:
https://chinapower.csis.org/much-trade-transits-south-china-sea/#easy-footnote-bottom-1-3073
132 Lowry Institute. (2020). Asia - South China Sea. Available at: https://www.lowyinstitute.org/issues/south-china-sea
133 Office of Senator Thanh Hai Ngo. (2017). Position Paper: Disputes in the South China Sea. Available at:
https://senatorngo.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/2017-02-15_Sen.Ngo_Position-Paper_SCS.pdf
134 Lowry Institute. (2020). Beijing’s line on the South China Sea: “Nothing to see here”. Available at:
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/beijing-s-line-south-china-sea-nothing-to-see-here
135 The Council on Foreign Relations. (2020). China’s Maritime Disputes. Available at: https://www.cfr.org/interactives/chinas-maritime-disputes?cid=otr-marketing_use-china_sea_In%C2%ACfoGuide#!/chinas-maritime-disputes?cid=otr-marketing_use-chi%C2%ACna_sea_InfoGuide

79

136 Council on Foreign Relations. (2020). Vietnam’s Response to the United States’ Changing Approach to the South China Sea. Available at:
https://www.cfr.org/blog/vietnams-response-united-states-changing-approach-south-china-sea
137 Thediplomat.com. (2016). PCA Case Nº 2013-19: AN ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL CONSTITUTED UNDER ANNEX VII TO THE 1982 UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE SEA.
Available at: https://thediplomat.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/thediplomat_2016-07-12_09-15-50.pdf
Thediplomat.com. (2016). Press Release from the Permanent Court of Arbitration. Available at:
https://thediplomat.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/thediplomat_2016-07-12_09-15-37.pdf
138 The New York Times. (2016). Tribuanl Rejects Beijing’s Claims in South China Sea. Available at:
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/13/world/asia/south-china-sea-hague-ruling-philippines.html
139 Ibid.
140 Council on Foreign Relations. (2020). Vietnam’s Response to the United States’ Changing Approach to the South China Sea. Available at:
https://www.cfr.org/blog/vietnams-response-united-states-changing-approach-south-china-sea
141 Ibid.
142 Ibid.
143 CNN.com. (2020). The tiny islands that could explode the China-Vietnam relationship. Available at:
https://www.cnn.com/2019/08/29/asia/vietnam-china-paracel-islands-intl-hnk/index.html
144 BBC.com. (2014). China-Vietnam tensions: Beijing vows to continue drilling. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-27434945
145 Senate of Canada. (2018). Debates of the Senate, Official Report (Hansard) for Tuesday, April 24, 2018. Available at:
https://sencanada.ca/en/content/sen/chamber/421/debates/196db_2018-04-24-e
146 Senator Thanh Hai Ngo. (2018). Motion on the South China Sea. Available at: https://senatorngo.ca/motion-on-the-south-china-sea/
147 Senator Thanh Hai Ngo. (2018). Statement on the Adoption of the South China Sea Motion. Available at:
https://senatorngo.ca/statement-on-the-adoption-of-the-south-china-sea-motion/
148 Thevietnamese. (2018). FAQs About the Special Economic Zones and Vietnam’s SEZ Draft Bill. Available at:
https://www.thevietnamese.org/2018/08/faqs-about-the-special-economic-zones-and-vietnams-sez-draft-bill/.
149 G, Nguyen. (2018, June 11). Vietnam detains 100 after anti-China economic zone protests turn violent. BBC News. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-44436019
150 Human Rights Watch. (2019). Vietnam – Events of 2018. Available at: https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/vietnam
151 H. David. (2019, May 30). Vietnam seeks to slow Chi¬na inflows. Asia Times. Available at: https://www.asiatimes.com/2019/05/article/vietnam-seeks-to-slow-china-inflows/.
152 Vietnam+. (2020). Van Don EZ’s management board founded. Available at: https://en.vietnamplus.vn/van-don-ezs-management-board-founded/173503.vnp
153 People’s Army Newspaper. (2020). Van Don EZ’s management board founded. Available at: https://en.qdnd.vn/economy/news/van-don-ez-s-management-board-founded-516802
154 BBC.com. (2020). Luật Đặc khu bị phản đối, nhưng sao VN quyết mở khu kinh tế Vân Đồn? Available at : https://www.bbc.com/vietnamese/vietnam-52749462 (Source provided by
Alliance for Democracy in Vietnam (ADV) only available in Vietnamese. Unofficial English/French translation can be obtained through online translation or directly through Chrome web
browser).
155 Alamy. (2014). Stock photo. Available at: https://www.alamy.com/anti-china-protester-le-hoang-r-joins-fellow-protesters-as-they-hold-a-banner-and-chant-anti-china-slogans-duringa-gathering-to-mark-the-40th-anniversary-of-the-chinese-occupation-of-the-disputed-paracels-islands-in-the-south-china-sea-in-hanoi-january-19-2014-clashes-between-chinese-forces-

80

and-the-south-vietnamese-navy-on-january-19-1974-killed-74-vietnamese-naval-sailors-and-resulted-in-china-gaining-control-over-the-paracels-the-banner-reads-next-year-in-paracels-reuterskham-vietnam-tags-politics-civil-unrest-anniversary-image377227824.html
156 BBC.com. (2020). Luật Đặc khu bị phản đối, nhưng sao VN quyết mở khu kinh tế Vân Đồn? Available at: https://www.bbc.com/vietnamese/vietnam-52749462 (Source provided by Alliance
for Democracy in Vietnam (ADV) only available in Vietnamese. Unofficial English/French translation can be obtained through online translation or directly through Chrome web browser).
157 Ibid.
158 Eurasia Review. (2020). Small Chinese Islets in South China Sea Show New Construction. Available at:
https://www.eurasiareview.com/06112020-small-chinese-islets-in-south-china-sea-show-new-construction/
159 VIETNAMTIMES.ORG.VN. (2020). BenarNews: Small islets show China’s alleged new construction in South China Sea (Bien Dong Sea). Available at:
https://vietnamtimes.org.vn/benarnews-small-islets-show-chinas-alleged-new-construction-in-south-china-sea-bien-dong-sea-25696.html
160 United Nations, General Assembly, Report on religious intolerance prepared by Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights. Available at:
https://undocs.org/en/E/CN.4/1999/58
161 Human Rights Watch. (2020). Vietnam – Events of 2019. Available at: https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/vietnam
162 Ibid.
163 Openparliament.ca. (2015). Mr. Hung Nguyen (Reverend, Interfaith Council of Vietnam) at the Subcommittee on International Human Rights. Available at:
https://openparliament.ca/committees/international-human-rights/41-2/73/hung-nguyen-1/only/
164 Human Rights Watch. (2020). Vietnam – Events of 2019. Available at: https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/vietnam
165 United States Commission on International Religious Freedom. (2020). Country Update: Vietnam. Available at:
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1283926/download#:~:text=The%20number%20of%20individuals%20in,compared%20to%2075%20in%202013.
166 This picture is from the following website. Human Rights Watch. (2018). Vietnam: End Repression Against Religious Activists. Available at:
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/02/09/vietnam-end-repression-against-religious-activists
167 Ibid.
168 Interfaith Council of Vietnam. (2020). Reports on Religious Freedom Violations in Vietnam – To: US State Department. Available at:
https://hdltvn.org/reports-on-religious-freedom-violations-in-vietnam-to-us-state-department/
169 The Washington Post. (2020). Thich Quang Do, Vietnam dissident Buddhist monk, dies at 91. Available at:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obituaries/thich-quang-do-vietnam-dissident-buddhist-monk-dies-at-91/2020/02/25/e179c012-5806-11ea-ab68-101ecfec2532_story.html
170 Vietnamthoibao Organization. (2020). The English version appears immediately after the Vietnamese text on the website. Available at:
https://vietnamthoibao.org/hoi-dong-lien-ton-tuyen-bo-ve-tinh-hinh-viet-nam-va-the-gioi/
171 Interfaith Council of Vietnam. (2020). Reports on Religious Freedom Violations in Vietnam – To: US State Department. Available at:
https://hdltvn.org/reports-on-religious-freedom-violations-in-vietnam-to-us-state-department/
172 Vietnamthoibao Organization. (2020). The English version appears immediately after the Vietnamese text on the website. Available at:
https://vietnamthoibao.org/hoi-dong-lien-ton-tuyen-bo-ve-tinh-hinh-viet-nam-va-the-gioi/
173 Taken from the following website: The Vietnamese Religion Bulletin June 2020. Available at: https://www.thevietnamese.org/2020/08/religion-bulletin-june-2020/
174 Interfaith Council of Vietnam. (2020). Reports on Religious Freedom Violations in Vietnam – To: US State Department. Available at:
https://hdltvn.org/reports-on-religious-freedom-violations-in-vietnam-to-us-state-department/

81

175 Ibid.
176 Defend the Defenders. (2018). Imprisoned Religious Activists Bui Van Trung, Nguyen Hoang Nam Beaten, Transferred Further Away after Protesting Forced Labor. Available at:
https://www.vietnamhumanrightsdefenders.net/2018/11/27/imprisoned-religious-activists-bui-van-trung-nguyen-hoang-nam-beaten-transferred-further-away-after-protesting-forced-labor/
177 Human Rights Watch. (2018). Vietnam: End Repression Against Religious Activists. Available at: https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/02/09/vietnam-end-repression-against-religious-activists
178 Ibid.
179 Vietnamthoibao Organization. (2020). The English version appears immediately after the Vietnamese text on the website. Available at:
https://vietnamthoibao.org/hoi-dong-lien-ton-tuyen-bo-ve-tinh-hinh-viet-nam-va-the-gioi/
180 Ibid.
181 Pictures taken from the following Vietnamese websites. Available at: https://www.sbtn.tv/csvn-cho-rang-bo-ngoai-giao-my-khong-co-nhan-thuc-khach-quan-ve-tu-do-ton-giao-o-viet-nam/
and https://www.sbtn.tv/nguoi-hmong-theo-dao-tin-lanh-tinh-nghe-an-khan-cap-keu-cuu/
182 Screenshot taken from the following Vietnamese YouTube video. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jgd4drhJwsQ
183 Interfaith Council of Vietnam. (2020). REPORTS ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM VIOLATIONS IN VIETNAM – TO: US State Department. Available at:
https://hdltvn.org/reports-on-religious-freedom-violations-in-vietnam-to-us-state-department/
184 Picture taken from the following website. Radio Free Asia. (2018). Vietnamese Catholics Protest Officials’ Interference in Their Parish. Available at:
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/parish-01032018143926.html
185 Interfaith Council of Vietnam. (2020). REPORTS ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM VIOLATIONS IN VIETNAM – TO: US State Department. Available at:
https://hdltvn.org/reports-on-religious-freedom-violations-in-vietnam-to-us-state-department/
186 Ibid.
187 Ibid.
188 [Untitled illustration of Vietnamese prisoners]. Retrieved from https://laborrights.org/sites/default/files/publications/VN_Forced_Labor_Centers_wr.pdf
189 Senator Thanh Hai Ngo. (2019). Human Rights Situation in Vietnam 2019-2020. Available at: https://senatorngo.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Final_ENG.pdf
190 Ibid.
191 Ibid.
192 Radio Free Asia. (2021). Jailed Vietnamese Democracy Advocate Hospitalized as Hunger Strike Hits Day 50. Available at:
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/hospitalized-01142021190112.html
193 The 88 Project for Free Speech in Vietnam. (2020). Tran Huynh Duy Thuc. Available at: https://the88project.org/profile/44/tran-huynh-duy-thuc/
194 Ibid.
195 Ibid.
196 Facebook. (2020). Facebook page of Trần Huỳnh Duy Thức – letter (translated from the original Vietnamese to English – please see unofficial English translation in Annex).
197 United Nations. (2016). UN General Assembly Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 17 December 2015. Available at: https://undocs.org/A/RES/70/175
198 Facebook. (2020). Facebook page of Trần Huỳnh Duy Thức – letter (translated from the original Vietnamese to English – please see unofficial English translation in Annex).
199 Picture and description taken from the following website. Official Web Site – Trang Chính Thức. Trần Huỳnh Duy Thức. Available at:
https://tranhuynhduythucofficial.wordpress.com/english/profile-2/

82

200 United Nations Human Rights Treaty Bodies. (2020). UN Treaty Body Database. Available at:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountryID=192&Lang=EN
201 Ibid.
202 The 88 Project for Free Speech in Vietnam. (2020). Tran Huynh Duy Thuc. Available at: https://the88project.org/profile/44/tran-huynh-duy-thuc/
203 Picture taken from the following website. Radio Free Asia. (2019). Jailed Vietnamese Activist Wins Short Stays Outside His Cell Following Hunger Strike. Available at:
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/strike-07082019154050.html
204 This picture was taken from the following Vietnamese website. Available at: https://hung-viet.org/a22861/le-van-son-tuyet-thuc-cung-tran-huynh-duy-thuc
205 This picture was taken from the following website. Amnesty International (2017). Open letter on Prisoner of Conscience Trần Huỳnh Duy Thức. Available at:
https://vietnamvoice.org/en/2017/05/thu-ngo-an-xa-quoc-te-keu-goi-tha-tran-huynh-duy-thuc/
206 Thevietnamese.org. (2020). Long-simmering Land Dispute in Hanoi Suburb Explodes in Violence, Killing 4. Available at:
https://www.thevietnamese.org/2020/01/long-simmering-land-dispute/
207 BBC.com. (2020). Dong Tam village: Anger in Vietnam over deadly ‘land grab’ raid. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-51105808
208 Reutters (2020). Dong Tam case: Vietnam sentences brothers to death over bloody land clash. Available at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-vietnam-security-trial-idUSKBN2651WN
209 Radio Free Asia. (2020). Two Get Death as Dong Tam Violent Land Dispute Trial Ends in Vietnam. Available at: https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/trial-09142020170954.html
210 This picture was taken from the following website (source: Trinh Ba Tu’s Facebook). Global Voices (2020). What happened during the deadly land dispute clash in Dong Tam, Vietnam?
https://globalvoices.org/2020/02/06/what-happened-during-the-deadly-land-dispute-clash-in-dong-tam-vietnam/
211 This picture was taken from the following website. BBC.com. (2020). Dong Tam village: Anger in Vietnam over deadly ‘land grab’ raid. Available at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-51105808
212 This picture was taken from the following website. Radio Free Asia. (2020). Vietnam Indicts 25 Dong Tam Protesters on Murder-Related Charges. Available at:
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/dong-tam-06262020151817.html
213 This picture was taken from the following website. Reutters (2020). Dong Tam case: Vietnam sentences brothers to death over bloody land clash. Available at:
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-vietnam-security-trial-idUSKBN2651WN
214 International Publishers Association (2020). Vietnam’s Liberal Publishing House awarded 2020 Prix Voltaire. Disponible en anglais seulement à l’adresse suivante :
https://www.internationalpublishers.org/news/985-vietnam-s-liberal-publishing-house-awarded-2020-prix-voltaire
215 Front Line Defenders. (2020). WOMAN HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER PHAM DOAN TRANG ARRESTED, CHARGED AND HELD IN UNDISCLOSED LOCATION. Available at:
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/woman-human-rights-defender-pham-doan-trang-arrested-charged-and-held-undisclosed-location
216 Ibid.
217 VOA. (2020). Rights Groups Deplore Arrest of Vietnam Writer and Activist Pham Doan Trang. Available at:
https://www.voanews.com/press-freedom/rights-groups-deplore-arrest-vietnam-writer-and-activist-pham-doan-trang
218 Safeguard Defenders (2020). New report on Vietnam’s deadly Dong Tam incident. Available at:
https://safeguarddefenders.com/en/blog/new-report-vietnam-s-deadly-dong-tam-incident
219 Pham Doan Trang and Will Nguyen. (2020). Dong Tam Report, 3rd Edition. Available at: https://safeguarddefenders.com/sites/default/files/Dong%20Tam%20report.pdf
220 Front Line Defenders. (2020). WOMAN HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER PHAM DOAN TRANG ARRESTED, CHARGED AND HELD IN UNDISCLOSED LOCATION. Available at:
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/woman-human-rights-defender-pham-doan-trang-arrested-charged-and-held-undisclosed-location

83

221 Ibid.
222 Ibid.
223 U.S. Navy Seabee Museum, Naval History and Heritage Command, The Seabees and Operation Passage to Freedom, Vietnam, 1954. Available at:
https://seabeemagazine.navylive.dodlive.mil/2013/02/14/the-seabees-and-operation-passage-to-freedom-vietnam-1954/
224 History net. Vietnam Book Review: Operation Passage to Freedom. Available at: https://www.historynet.com/vietnam-book-review-operation-passage-freedom.htm
225 Anchor – A North Carolina History Online Resource. (2018). Operation Passage to Freedom, 1954. Available at: https://www.ncpedia.org/media/anticommunist-refugees
226 This picture has been taken from the following website. Anchor – A North Carolina History Online Resource. (2018). Operation Passage to Freedom, 1954. Available at:
https://www.ncpedia.org/media/anticommunist-refugees
227 Senator Thanh Hai Ngo. (2020). History of the Boat People. Available at: https://senatorngo.ca/history-of-the-boat-people/
228 Ibid.
229 Ibid.
230 This picture was taken from the following website. Wikimedia Commons. (2020). File:35 Vietnamese boat people 2.JPEG. Available at:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:35_Vietnamese_boat_people_2.JPEG
231 This picture was taken from the following website. Wikipedia. (2020). File:Saigon-hubert-van-es.jpg. Available at : https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Saigon-hubert-van-es.jpg
232 The Washington Post. (2019). What we know about the tragic case of 39 people found dead in a truck in England. Available at:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/26/what-we-know-about-tragic-case-people-found-dead-truck-england/
233 Essex Police. (2020). Investigation launched after 39 people found dead in lorry trailer. Available at:
https://www.essex.police.uk/news/essex/news/brought-to-justice/2020/december/men-jailed-for-92-years/remembering-the-victims/
234 CTV News (2020). Belgium, France: 26 arrests over ring linked with U.K. deaths. Available at:
https://www.ctvnews.ca/world/belgium-france-26-arrests-over-ring-linked-with-u-k-deaths-1.4956797
235 Ibid.
236 Evening Standard (2021). Essex lorry deaths: Smugglers who brought 39 Vietnamese migrants into UK jailed. Available at:
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/crime/essex-lorry-deaths-smuggling-gang-sentence-jailed-b900802.html
237 This picture has been taken from the following website. Essex Police (2020). 92 years for men involved in death of 39 Vietnamese nationals. Available at:
https://www.essex.police.uk/news/essex/news/brought-to-justice/2020/december/men-jailed-for-92-years/
AND
https://www.essex.police.uk/news/essex/news/brought-to-justice/2020/december/men-jailed-for-92-years/remembering-the-victims/
238 This picture has been taken from the following website. Daily Mail UK (2019). Bodies of migrants who died in Essex lorry container are returned to Vietnam where grieving relatives say
they are ‘devastated but happy’ they are back home. Available at: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7730229/Bodies-migrants-died-Essex-lorry-container-returned-Vietnam.html
239 Ibid.
240 Ibid.
241 Ibid.
242 Ibid.

84

243 Ibid.
244 CBC News. (2006). Won’t ‘sell out’ on rights despite China snub: PM. Available at: https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/won-t-sell-out-on-rights-despite-china-snub-pm-1.570708
245 Vietnam’s Penal Code (No. 15/1999/QH10). Available at: https://www.wipo.int/edocs/lexdocs/laws/en/vn/vn017en.pdf
246 Vietnam’s Criminal Code (No. 100/2015/QH13): Available at: https://www.policinglaw.info/assets/downloads/2015_Criminal_Code_of_Vietnam_(English_translation).pdf
247 Please note that all the articles are copied as is from the English translation of the Criminal Code available on the Internet; some articles appear to have errors and typos.
248 Please note that all the articles are copied as is from the English translation of the Criminal Code available on the Internet; some articles appear to have errors and typos.

85

